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This is Your Town 
www.hingham-ma.go 

 

 
Area    22.59 Square Miles 

Shore Line 21 Miles 

Population 23,055 
Registered Voters 16,897 

   Dem. 3,867; Rep. 2,935; Un-enrolled, 9,928; Other, 1 32 
Number of Houses, including Condos 7476 

Assessed Value 

 Real Property $6,797,879,760 
 Personal Property $102,140,530 

Tax Rate $11.77 
Schools  6  

Public School Children, K-12 4,233 
 Professional Staff 366 

 Support Staff 283 

Total FY2018 Town Budget (includes Capital) $105,451,294 
Total FY2018 School Budget (includes Capital) $50,613,514 

State Senator  State Rep.     State Rep.               

Norfolk-Plymouth Third Plymouth Dist.      Fourth Norfolk Dist. 
Patrick OôConnor Precincts 1,3,4,5,5A,6 Precinct 2 

State House, Joan Meschino James Murphy 
Rm. 520 State House, Rm. 437      State House, Rm. 156  

Boston, MA 02133 Boston, MA 02133  Boston, MA  02133 

617-722-1646 617-722-2425    617-722-2240 

 

Memorial Day at Hingham Town Hall 
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Board of Selectmen 

 
2017 was an eventful year for the Town of Hingham and for the Board of 

Selectmen.  We thank our volunteers and dedicated employees for the 
superb work performed in service to our community.  Our town is well 

served.  
 

Financial Overview  
 

As outlined in the warrant, our Aaa bond rating is intact, due to the quality 

of our management, ongoing funding of our long -term liabilities, and our 
strong fund balance, which is in conformance with our Town Financial 

Policy.   We continue to work to s trike an appropriate balance between 
providing town services, maintaining and improving our assets, and 

managing residential property taxes.  Our success migration to the GIC 

health care plan has helped us and our employees, who equally share in 
the cost of health care, to manage these fast growing costs.   

 
Development and Growth  

Construction on Avalon II and Brio projects in the Hingham Shipyard 

continues.  With the issuance of comprehensive permit of a 220-unit 
project at 230 Beal Street (the former Hingham Mutual Insurance site), 

the Town has achieved safe harbor status through June 2018.  Should this 
be permitted and timely constructed, the town will achieve an uncontested 

Paul Healey, Mary Power, Karen Johnson 
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10% minimum subsidized housing inventory (SHI) figure with the 

Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD). Thereafter, 
the ZBA will have discretion to approve, deny or condition any future 

Chapter 40B submittals.  
 

After holding numerous public meetings, and receiving input from many 

stakeholders, the South Hingham Study Group concluded its work and 
issued a report outlining opportunities and issues related to future 

development potential along the Derby Street Corridor.  Our thanks to the 
committee, Town staff, and the interested citizens and business-owners 

who participated in this work.  
 

New Initiatives  

 
In 2017, with the assistance of a financial  model created by the Advisory 

Committee, we began exploring and communicating our ability to fund 
future large capital projects.  We look to continue these conversations.  

 

In response to citizen concern over a proposed natural-gas compressor 
station located on the Fore River, 2 miles from Hingham, The Compressor 

Station Task Force was formed.  The task force is charged with outlining 
the anticipated public permitting and approval process, and alerting the 

Board for opportunities to engage in the permitting  process. 
 

Our Energy Action Committee investigated the possibility of Hingham 

becoming a Green Community, and proposed a warrant article for 
consideration by the 2018 Annual Town Meeting to adopt the Stretch 

Energy Code.  Passage of this article moves the Town one step closer to 
this designation. 

 

Other 2017 accomplishments include entering into a 30-year lease with 
the Hingham Maritime Center for the use of Barnes Wharf, improvements 

to our licensing process, and the implementation of an off -leash program 
at Bare Cove Park. 

 

Ongoing initiatives  
 

Work continued on assessing our facility needs and understanding the 
financial implications.  Our accelerated road-building program repaired 

and/or repaved nearly 7 miles of Hingham streets.  Since beginning this 
program in 2009, 55 miles, or 50% of Hingham roads, have been 

improved.   
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Hinghamôs litigation effort to determine the price of the water company 

continues.  As the time this report went to press, we await a decision from 
the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court relative to our request for 

further Appellate Review. Once a final decision as to the price has been 
determined by the court, the Town will have the opportunity to deliberate 

whether a purchase is in the Townôs best interest.  Any purchase would 

be the subject of future Town Meeting approval.  
 

Leadership  
 

Our town department heads continue to serve with great professionalism. 
We saw the retirements of two highly respected leaders, Town 

Administrator Ted Alexiades and Fire Chief Robert Olsson.  Combined, 

these two men served the Town of Hingham for over 60 years.  Their 
dedication, loyalty, and forward thinking have left an indelible imprint on 

our community.  We wish them well in their retirement and thank them 
for a job well done.  We welcome Town Ad ministrator Tom Mayo and Fire 

Chief Steve Murphy to their new roles. 

 
Our Town Clerk, Eileen McCracken, was recognized as Hingham Citizen of 

the Year.  To quote from our website, ña Town Clerk must be dedicated 
to the community, informative, patient, cheer ful and compassionateò.  

Eileen embodies all these qualities and more.   
 

Finally, we thank the hundreds of citizen volunteers who generously give 

of their time and talents to work on behalf of the Town.  This year alone, 
the Board appointed over 50 citizens to different committees and boards.  

Your willingness to contribute your time and talents to our community are 
very much appreciated.  You are integral to making Hingham a great place 

to live.  

 
Mary M. Power, Chair 

Paul K. Healey 
Karen A. Johnson 
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Town Administrator 
 
I am pleased to submit my first annual report to the citizens of the Town 

of Hingham as the Town Administrator.  
 

The past year has been one of transition.  With the retirement of Ted 

Alexiades, Hinghamôs long time Town 
Administrator, in October, I assumed the 

role of Interim Town Administrator.  Ted 
worked on behalf of the taxpayers of 

Hingham for 23 years, the last 7 as the 
Town Administrator.  Ted standardized the 

Townôs approach to municipal financing 

while working as the Town Accountant and 
Finance Director and continued that work 

through his time as Town Administrator.  His contributions will be long felt 
as the Town continues to enjoy a Aaa bond rating and revels in yet another 

year with an award winning Comprehensive Annual Financial Report 

(CAFR).  Ted was a good steward of the Townôs finances and was a strong 
advocate for all things Hingham.  His leadership and talents will be missed. 

 
The Townôs financial position has continued to improve.  As stated above, 

the Town has re-affirmed its Aaa rating.  Fund Balance reserves have 
continued to surpass our financial objectives. While some of the one-time 

permit revenue resulting from large housing projects have passed, there 

was sufficient revenue remaining to once again remain in a strong financial 
position after balancing the budget. It is important to note that 

decelerated revenue growth is likely to pose some pressure on future 
budgets. 

 

Other items of interest in 2017 include the implementation of a dog 
leashing regulation at Bare Cove Park.  The Town completed construction 

of the re -furbished and re-invented Rec Barn (formerly the Cordage 
Factory) behind Cronin Field for use by the Recreation Department.  

Engineering and design is underway for the new Bathing Beach Bath 
House approved at Town Meeting and we continue to make progress on 

our accelerated road building schedule. 

 
Facilitation of the Selectmenôs agenda continues to be the main focus for 

our department.  Beyond the daily activities of weekly meeting agendas, 
addressing citizenôs concerns, personnel management, and budget and 

Town Meeting Warrant preparation, this includes implementing policy 

identified in the annual Goals and Objectives.  This year the Selectmen 
identified many areas of focus, including an increased social media 
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presence, exploring south Hingham sewer solutions, expanded employee 

training, promoting environmental sustainability, asse ssing traffic concerns 
in the Downtown, seeing the Aquarion purchase price litigation through 

and continuing to research solutions for a new North Fire Station.  
 

As I embark on my new role, I could not do so alone.  I want to thank the 

Board of Selectmen for their support, the department heads and all Town 
employees and volunteers for their helpfulness and cooperation during this 

transition year.  Specifically, I would like to thank our dedicated and highly 
professional staff in the Selectmenôs office; Sharon Perfetti, Sally Sinclair 

and David Basler for their on-going commitment to the tasks at hand, 
whatever they may be.  I would also like to thank Betty Foley.  In the wake 

of Ted Alexiadesôs retirement, Betty once again postponed her retirement 

and agreed to come back on a part-time basis to help us though the 
interim months until a decision was made regarding the Town 

Administrator position and a new Assistant Town Administrator could be 
hired.  Her dedication to Hingham knows no bounds and for that I am truly 

grateful.  

 
Tom Mayo 

Town Administrator 
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2017 Elected Town Officers 

Term Expires                          
 
MODERATOR   (1 Year Term)  

Michael J. Puzo   2017 

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN   (3 Year Term)  

Karen A. Johnson 2020 
Paul K. Healey   2019 

Mary M. Power   2018 

 
TOWN CLERK   (3 Year Term)  

Eileen A. McCracken 2018 

 
BOARD OF ASSESSORS   (3 Year Term)  

Stuart Gregory Hall, Chairman 2020 
William M. Fennelly 2019 

Michael P. Shaughnessy 2018 
 

BOARD OF HEALTH   (3 Y ear Term)  

Elizabeth Eldredge 2020 
Kirk J. Shilts   2019 

Peter B. Bickford  2018 

 
MUNICIPAL LIGHT BOARD   (3 Year Term)  

John Ryan   2020 
Roger M. Freeman 2019 

John A. Stoddard, Jr. 2018 
 

HOUSING AUTHORITY   (5 Year Term)   

Irma Lauter (Appointed by State)  2021 
Davalene Cooper  2020 

Robert D. Keyes   2019 
James R. Watson  2018 

Fifth member to be determined   

 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE   (3 Year Term)  

Michelle Ayer   2020 
Edward J. Schreier 2020 

Elizabeth OôReilly  2019 
Carlos A. F. Da Silva 2019 

Kay L. Praschma  2019 
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Aylene M. Calnan  2018 

Cynthia W. Galko  2018 
 

PLANNING BOARD   (5 Year Term)  
Gordon M. Carr   2022 

Gary S. Tondorf-Dick 2021 

William C. Ramsey 2020 
Jennifer Gay Smith  2019 

Sarah H. Corey   2018 
 

SEWER COMMISSION   (3 Year Term)  
Kirk J. Shilts   2019 

Robert M. Higgins 2018 

Stephen Harold   2017 
 

RECREATION COMMISSION   (5 Year Term)  
Nandita S. Scott   2022 

Bruce Thompson  2021 

Adrienne S. Ramsey 2020 
Sarah J. Melia   2019 

Vicki Donlan   2018 
 

COMMITTEE TO HAVE CHARGE OF THE INCOME OF  
THE HANNAH LINCOLN WHITING FUND   (3 Year Term)  

Karen Sadlon      2020 

Pauline Munroe   2019 
Laurel H. Cosman 2018 

 
TRUSTEES OF THE BATHING BEACH  

(Elected at ATM, CH75, Acts of 1934)  

Edward Johnson 
Alan Perrault 

Christopher Daly 
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2017 Appointees 

 
Term Expires 

  

TOWN ACCOUNTANT  
(Appt. By Selectmen MGL C41 S55)  

Susan Nickerson 

 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE  

(Appt. by Moderator ART 13, 1924)  
Tom Belyea 2020 

Dan Coughlin 2020 
Libby Claypoole 2020 

George Danis 2020 

Evan Sheehan 2020  
David Anderson 2019 

Julie Strehle 2019 
Eryn Kelley 2019 

Donna Smallwood 2019 

Robert Curley 2019 
Victor Baltera 2018 

Kristin LaCroix 2018 
Eric Haskell 2018 

Lucy Hancock 2018 
Craig D. MacKay 2018 

 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING TRUST  
(Appt. By Selectmen, ART 21 ATM 2007) 2 Year Term  

Timothy White 2019 
Michael McDonald 2109 

Elizabeth von Pier 2019 

Kathleen Amonte 2018  
Aylene Calnan 2018 

Anita Comerford 2018 
Nancy Kerber 2018 

Brittan duBose 2018 

Al Chambers 2018 
Mary Power (Selectmenôs Rep)  

 
APPEALS, ZONING BOARD OF  

(Appt. By Selectmen)  
Joseph M. Fisher, Chair 2019 

Robyn Maguire 2018 
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Associate Members (one year term)  

Alan Kearney 2018  
Mario Romania, Jr. 2018 

Michael Mercurio 2018 
James Blakey 2018 

Joseph Freeman 2018 
 
AUDIT COMMITTEE  

(ART 26, ATM 2010)  
Joshua Marine (Moderator Appt.) 2020 

Leonette Scappini (Moderator Appt.)  2020 
Doug Farrington (Selectmen Appt.) 2019 

Rob Shickel  (Moderator Appt.) 2019  
Mike Dwyer (Selectmen Appt.) 2018 

Ted C. Alexiades, Town Administrator, ex-officio 

Susan Nickerson, Town Accountant, ex-officio 
 
BARE COVE PARK COMMITTEE  
(Ap pt. By Selectmen)  

Rikard Johnson 2020 
Susan Kains 2020 

Claudia Eaton 2020 

Francis Rocket 2020 
DeWitt DeLawter 2019 

Tom Kenyon 2019 
Edward Matthews, Chairman 2018 
 
BEAUTIFICATION COMMISSION  

(Appt. By Selectmen, 6/15/04)  
Jennifer Sullivan 2020  

Patricia Collins 2020 

Suzanne M. Harnden 2020 
Carolyn Aliski 2020 

Diane Morrison 2020 
Patricia Bray 2019 

Margaret Coleman 2019 

Laura Spaziani, Chairman 2019 
Maura Graham 2018 
 
BOARD OF HEALTH MEDICAL DIRECTOR  

Elizabeth Eldredge, MD  
 
BOSTON HARBOR ISLANDS NATIONAL PARK  
ADVISORY COUNCIL  (Appt. By Selectmen)  

William Reardon 
Chris Daly 
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BUILDING DEPARTMENT  

(Appt. by Town Administrator under MA State Bldg. Code  
780 CMR 5105.1 (for ensuing year)  

Michael Clancy, Building Commissioner  
Robert Egan, Local Building Inspector 

John Hallin, Local Building Inspector 

Richard Wakem, Local Building Inspector 
William Nickerson, Inspector of Wires 

Donald Drew, Assôt. Inspector of Wires 
David Bennett, Assôt. Inspector of Wires 

Brian McPherson, Plumbing & Gas Inspector 
Jay Yetman, Assôt. Plumbing & Gas Inspector 

 

CABLE TV ADVISORY COMMITTEE  
(Appt. By Selectmen)  

John Rice 2020 
Eric Connerly 2019 

David Jones, Chairman 2019 

Christopher Baron 2019 
Phillip S. Thaxter 2018 

Sandra S. Peavey 2018 
Glenda Garland (School Rep) 

 
CAPITAL OUTLAY COMMITT EE 

(Appt. By Moderator, ART 32 ATM 1956, By -Law 14)  

Eric Valentine 2020 
Tim Finnerty 2019 

Brendan Kiernan 2018 
Elizabeth Claypoole 2017 

Harold F. Schlib, III  2017 

Appt. By Advisory Committee Chairman  
Craig MacKay 

Lucy Hancock 
Ex-Officio   

Treasurer (Non-voting member)  

 
COMPRESSOR STATION TASK FORCE 

(Appt. by Selectmen)  
Turner Bledsoe 

Kristin Casey 
Mary Farringtono 

Richard Norman 

Joshua Ross 
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COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE  

(ART38 ATM 2001)  
William Harrington 2020  

Daniel White (Moderator Appt.) 2020 
Sarah Corey (Planning Board Rep.) 2020 

James Conroy, Vice Chair (Historical Comm. Rep) 2019 

Larry Lindner (Selectmen Appt.) 2019 
Robert Mosher (Conservation Comm. Rep.) 2019 

James R. Watson (Housing Authority Rep.) 2019 
Vicki Donlan (Recreation Commission Rep.) 2019 

Carol Pyles (Moderator Appt.), Chairman 2018 
 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION  

(MGL, C40 S8C, ART 1 STM 1959)  
Frank Gaul 2020 

Henry Hidell 2020 
Robert Mosher 2020 

Scott T. McIsaac, Chairman 2018 

Laurie Freeman 2018 
   

CONSTABLE 
(Appt. By Selectmen, ART  64 ATM 1991)  

Kathleen Peloquin 2020 
Jerold Loomis 2018 

 

CONTRIBUTORY RETIREMENT BOARD  
(MGL, C32 S20 4B)  

Robert Mansfield 2022 
Jean M. Montgomery (Elected by Employees) 2021 

Jim Costello (Retirement Board Appt.) 2018 

Charlie Cristello (Appointed by Selectmen) 2018 
Ex-officio  

Susan Nickerson (Town Accountant) 
 

COUNCIL ON AGING  

(Appt. By Selectmen, ART 13, 17 ATM 1970)  
Linda Powers 2020 

Chrissy Roberts 2020 
Rebecca Moffitt 2020 

Gail Faring 2020 
Debra Hoffman                                                    2020 

David Alschuler 2019 

Peter Nevins 2019 
Kristin Arute 2019 
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Linda Hurley 2018 

Beth Rouleau, Chairman 2018 
Dawn Sibor 2018 

 
COUNTRY CLUB MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  

(Appt. By Selectmen, ATM 1993 By -Law 37)  

William Friend, Chairman 2020 
Roderick C. Gaskell 2020 

Susan Sullivan 2020 
Paul J. Casey 2018 

John J. Bailey 2018 

 
CULTURAL COUNCIL  

(Appt. By Selectmen, MGL C10 S35C)  

Janine Bradley Suchecki, Chair 2020 
Patti Coyle 2020 

Patricia Byrnes 2020 
Jane Shute 2019 

Leah Godfrey 2018 

 
DEVELOPMENT & INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION  

(Appt. By Selectmen, 7 members, 5 Year Term)  
Michael Kranzley 2022 

Nancy Wiley 2021 
Brian Stack 2021 

Kevin Ellis 2020 

Susan L. Sullivan, Chair 2020 
Shane Nolan 2020 

  
DISABILITY ISSUES, COMMISSION ON  

(MGL C40, S8J, ATM 1989, ART. 50)  

Michael Clancy, Building Commissioner 
John Pollick 

Susan Sommer 
 

EDUCATION/SCHOLARSHIP FUND  
(Appt. by Selectmen 11/15/05 MGL C60 S3C)  

Elizabeth Flynn 

Dorothy Galo 
Jennifer Henriksen 

Judith Rielly 
Patricia Tomecek 
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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT, DIRECTOR OF  

Chief Robert Olsson 
 

ENERGY ACTION COMMITTEE  
(ART 41 ATM 2008)  

Scott Cyr, Selectmen Appt.    2019 

Brad Moyer, Selectmen Appt., Chair   2019 
Ben Kerman, M.D., Selectmen Appt.   2019 

Kenneth Brown, Moderator Appt. 
Otto Harling, Moderator Appt.  

Tim Bankroff, Moderator Appt. 
Paul Heanue, Light Plant Mgr. 

Ex-officio  

Town Accountant 
School Business Manager  
 
FIRE CHIEF  

Robert Olsson 
 
FIRE STATION BUILDING COMMITTEE  
(Appt. by Selectmen)  

Greg MacCune, Chairman 

Al Kearney 
Nancy MacDonald 

(Appt. by Moderator)  
Peter Boyle 

Karen Griswold 

Thomas Carey 
 

FISHERIES COMMITTEE  
(Appt. By Selectmen, MGL 130 S93,94,95,96)  

See Conservation Commission 

 
FOSTER SCHOOL BUILDING COMMITTEE  

ART 19 ATM 2017  

(Appt. by Selectmen)  
Linda Hill 

Jennifer Murphy 
(Appt. by Moderator)  

Kevin Lynch 

Raymond Estes 
(Appt. by School Committee)  

Edward Schrier 
Timothy OôNeill 

Chris Mercer 
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FOURTH OF JULY PARADE COMMITTEE  

(Appt. By Selectmen Annually)  
Jim Murphy, Chair 

Chief Glenn Olsson  
George Ford 

Monica Conyngham 

Mary Ellen Lahiff 
Dewitt DeLawter 

Tom Hoffman 
Gabrielle Roegner 

Cassie McDermott 
Mark Everett 

Maura Richards 

Jack Dean 

Jeff Lally 
Lynn Rayburn   

Louis O'Dea 

Carrie Murphy   
Lynn Barclay  

John Monz 
Dan Lahiff 

Jason Caine 
Bill Fortune 

  
GAR HALL TRUSTEES 

(Appt. By Selectmen, ART 40 ATM 1944)    
*Robert Beal, Jr. 2020 

Scott McMillan 2019 

Frank Sheelen 2019  
 

HARBOR DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE  
(Appt. By Selectmen, ART 30 ATM 1971)  

Brian Knies 2020 
Thomas Coveney 2020 

Bruce MacAloney 2020 

William S. Reardon, Chair 2019 
Eric Kachel 2019 

Deirdre Anderson 2018 
 

HARBORMASTER-CUSTODIAN OF THE ISLANDS  

Kenneth R. Corson, III  
 

Assista nt Harbormasters (Annual Appt.)  
Raymond Abreu 

Matthew Chakalis 

Joseph P. Driscoll 
Daniel Goldstein 

Max Goldstein 
Jake Handrahan 

Philip Holler 

Patrick C. Jackson 

Connor Kennedy 

Michael McCue 
Kevin Nguyen 

Michael Riley 
Danny Souza 

Robert Sullivan 
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2015 HARBOR TASK FORCE  

(Appt. by Selectmen, 2/26/15)  
Sarah Corey (Rep-Planning Board) 

Alan Perrault (Rep- Trustees of Bathing Beach) 
Kevin Ellis (Rep-Dev. & Industrial Comm.)  

Deirdre Anderson (Citizen at Large) 

Richard Cook (Citizen at Large) 
 

HAZARDOUS WASTE -MUNICIPAL COORDINATOR  
(Appt. By Selectmen)  

Bruce T. Capman, Executive Health Officer 
 

HISTORIAN, TOWN  

(Appt. By Selectmen, ART 2 ATM 1943)  
Alexander Macmillan 

 
HISTORIC DISTRICTS COMMISSION  

(Appt. By Selectmen, ART 37 1966 ATM, ART 34 ATM 1967)  

Veronica Madden 2020 
Virginia Tay 2019 

Hans von der Luft (Resident in HD), Chairman 2019 
Michael Collard (Architect) 2018 

Alternate Members  
Tomas Kindler 2020 

Mackenzie Pratt, Alternate Architect  2020 

Justin Aborn 2020 
Ben Burnham, At-large 2018 

 
HISTORICAL COMMISSION  

(Appt. By Selectmen, MGL C40 S8D, ART 21 1974)  

Stephen Dempsey 2020 
Elizabeth Dings 2020 

Sarah Carolan 2019 
Kevin Burke 2019 

Signe McCullough 2018  

Jim Conroy 2018  
  

LIBRARY, HINGHAM PUBLIC, TRUSTEE OF  
Charles B. Abbott, Esq. 

Edward D. Boylan 
Thomas J. Carey, Jr. 

Edna English 

Arthur Garrity 
David Mehegan, Chairman 
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JoAnn Mitchell 

Edward Siegfried 
Tina Sherwood 

Appt. By Selectmen  
Elizabeth A. Eldredge         2020  

Jeremy Parker          2019  

Michael A. Spatola 2018 
Appt. By Moderator  

Lisa Tuite 2018 
Michael Barclay 2019  

Ex-officio  
Rep. of Board of Selectmen 

Treasurer/Collector 

Superintendent of Schools 
 

LINCOLN APARTMENTS, LLC BOARD OF MANAGERS  
(ART 1 STM 2008)  

Greg Doble (Selectmen Appt.) 2020 

Dave Ellison (Selectmen Appt.) 2018  
Gretchen Condon (Moderator Appt.) 2018 

(Affordable Housing Trust Appt.) 2020  
 

LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE (L.E.P.C.)  
(Appt. By Selectmen)  

Tom Mayo, Selectmen Designee 

Glenn Olsson, Law Enforcement 
Bob Olsson, Civil Defense 

Lou LaChance, Firefighting 
Jim Sheard, First Aid 

Bruce Capman, Health 

Loni Fournier, Local Environmental 
Joan Cooper-Zach, Hospital 

John Ferris, Transportation Personnel 
Tom Mayo, Broadcast and Print Media 

Barbara Farnsworth, Community Groups 

Paul Heanue, Owners and Operators of Facilities 
Randy Sylvester, Department of Public Works 

Ken Corson, Other 
 

LONG RANGE WASTE DISPOSAL /RECYCLING COMMITTEE  
(Appt. By Moderator, ART 25 ATM 1974, 2 year term)  

Brian Cardarella 2019 

Kathleen Puzo 2019 
Brenda P. Black 2019 
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David P. White 2019 

Diane Morrison 2019 
Kimberly Juric 2018 

Janicie McPhillips 2018 
Peter Stathopoulos 2018  

Ex-officio   

Superintendent Public Works 
 

MBTA ADVISORY BOARD  
David Alschuler, Hingham Representative 

 
MASSPORT COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE  

(Appt. By Selectmen, 11/30/2000)  

Katie McBrine, Hingham Representative 
 

MEMORIAL BELL TOWER COMMITTEE  
(Appt. By Selectmen Annually, ART 13 ATM 1975) *Kenneth 

Drescher 2020 

Joan Getto, Chair 2020 
Martha Ryan 2020 

Ann Shilhan 2020 
Michael Shilhan 2020 

Dorcas V. Wagner 2020 
 

METROPOLITAN AREA PLANNING COUNCIL  

(Appt. By Selectmen, MGL C161 S7, 3 Year Term)  
David Alschuler 2018 

 
MUNICIPAL HEARINGS OFFICER  

(Appt. By Selectmen)  

Eileen A. McCracken 
 

OPEN SPACE ACQUISITION COMMITTEE  
(MGL C161 S7, ART 15 ATM 1997)  

Gerald Allen (Conservation Appt.), Chairman 2020 

Carolyn Nieslen (Selectmen Appt.) 2019 
Charles Barry (Planning Board Appt.) 2018 

  
PARKING CLERK  

(Appt. By Selectmen, ART 13 STM 11/16/81)  
Eileen A. McCracken 
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PERSONNEL BOARD 

(Appt. By Moderator, ART 4 ATM 1970)  
Russell Conn 2020 

Jack Manning 2020 
Smaiyra Million 2019 

Marie Harris 2018 

Davd Pace 2018 
 

PLANNING BOARD  
(Appt. By Selectmen)  

Ted Matthews (Associate Member) 2018 
 

PLYMOUTH COUNTY ADVISORY BOARD REP.  

Mary Power 
 

POLICE CHIEF  
(Appt. By Selectmen)  

Glenn Olsson 

 
PUBLIC WORKS, SUPERINTENDENT OF  

(Appt. By Selectmen, MGL C41 S66)  
Randy Sylvester 

 
RECREATION & FIELDS MASTER PLAN COMMITTEE  

(Appt. by Selectmen 2/26/15)  

Vicki Donlan (Recreation)  
Mark Thorell (Recreation) 

William Friend, Jay McGrail (SSCC) 
Warren Pelissier (SNAP) 

Edward Healey (Soccer) 

Susan Rizzo (Football) 
Brian Hlidek (Lacrosse) 

Elliott Sherman (Babe Ruth) 
Timothy McGowan (Little League) 

 

REGISTRAR OF VOTERS 
(Appt. by Selectmen, MGL C51 S15, 18)  

Dawn Sibor 2020 
Carlton Chambers 2020 

Virginia Gray 2019 
Eileen A. McCracken, Town Clerk 
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ROUTE 3A TASK FORCE 

(Appt. by Selectmen)  
Deirdre Anderson 

Bryce Blair 
Paul Healey 

Alan Perrault 

Judith Sneath 
 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND COMMITTEE  
(Appt. By Selectmen, ART 26 ATM 1975)  

Adam White 2020 
Roger Nastou 2019 

Matthew McGonagle (fill unexpired term) 2019 

Francis Gaul 2019 
John Fitzsimmons 2018 

Jean Montgomery, Treasurer Statutory 
 

SHADE TREE COMMITTEE 

(Appt. By Selectmen)  
James R. Huse, Chairman 

Barbara Kardok 
Dorothy Manganaro 

Michael Studley 
  

SOUTH SHORE RECYCLING COOPERATIVE  

(Appt. By Selectmen)  
Stephen Messinger 

Randy Sylvester 
 

SPECIAL POLICE OFFICERS  

(Appt. by Selectmen)  
Raymond Abreu 

            Brian Aiguier    
Leslie Badger 

Mark Brennan    

Kenneth Corson    
Joseph Driscoll    

Daniel Galvin    
Maxwell Golstein 

Jake Handrahan 
Michael McCue    

Michael Murray    

Michael Parker  
Mitchell Powers   

Michael Riley 

Charles Souther 
James Taylor 

Russell Way 
James Wells 

Brian Willard 
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TAX CLASSIFICATION STUDY COMMITTEE  

(Appt. By Selectmen)  
Benjamin P. Burnham 

Edward Colbert 
Michael Shaughnessy 

 

TAXATION AID FUND COMMITTEE  
(Appt. by Selectmen, 11/15/05 MGL C60 S3D)  

Greg Hall, Assessors 
Jean Montgomery, Treasurer 

 
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR/FINANCE DIRECTOR  

Ted C. Alexiades 

 
2012 TOWN HALL STUDY COMMITTEE  

(Ad Hoc Appt. by Selectmen, 12/20/12)  
Charlie Cristello     

Tina Sherwood     

Thomas Carey, Jr. 
Ronnie Kirvin 

Jerry Seelen 

 
TRAFFIC & SAFETY COMMITTEE  

(Appt. By Selectmen)  
Police Chief or Rep. 

Fire Chief or Rep. 

Planning Board Chairman or Rep. 
Dept. of Public Works Superintendent or Rep. 

Francis Donlan 2018 
Richard Wehter 2020 

 

TREE WARDEN 
Randy Sylvester, Superintendent of Public Works 

 
VETERANS COUNCIL  
(MGL Ch. 115,Sec. 12, Appt. by Selectmen)  

John G. Buckley 2020 
Jack Rayburn 2020 

Joseph Sweeney 2020 

Joseph Gragg 2019 
Thomas Burbank 2019 

Janine Suchecki 2019 
W. Paul Koenen 2018 

James Ippolito 2018 
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Hank Maude 2019 

Scott McMillan 
Frank Curtis 

 
WATER CO. ACQUISITION STUDY COMMITTEE  

(Appt. by Selectmen, 3/29/12)  

Jonathan Asher 
Joseph L. Bierwirth, Jr. 

Robert Higgins 
Joshua Krumholz 

Edward R. Siegfried 
 

WATER SUPPLY COMMIT TEE 

(Appt. By Moderator, ART 11 ATM 1946)  
Maureen F. Doran 

Matthew H. Greene 
Ron Kirven 

Samuel S. Mullin, Chairman 

Kirk J. Shilts 
Adam C. S. White 

Melissa Bower Smith 
 

WEIGHTS & MEASURES INSPECTOR  
(Appt. By Selectmen, MGL C98 S34)  

Robert Egan                                

 
WEIR RIVER ESTUARY PARK COMMITTEE  

Patricia Coyle, Hingham Representative 
David Sibor, Hingham Representative 

 

WHISTLEBLOWER COMMITTEE  
Dan Dwyer (Moderator Appt.) 

Chair of Audit Committee 
Chair of Personnel Board 
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Annual Town Meeting 
April 24, 2017 

 
Registered Voters:  17,138       

Attendance:  817  
 

The Annual Town Meeting of the Town of Hingham, Massachusetts was 

held at the Hingham High School, 17 Union Street, on Monday, April 24, 
2017.  Michael J. Puzo, Moderator, called the meeting to order at 7:00 

p.m, a quorum being present.  Scott Ford and Dan Dwyer were appointed 
to preside as Assistant Moderator.  The invocation was given by Stephanie 

Shute Kelsch Minister of Second Parish Church. The Pledge of Allegiance 

lead by Keith Jermyn, the Director of Veteranôs Service.  Eileen A. 
McCracken, Town Clerk, read the call of the meeting.  The following 

actions were taken on the articles contained in the warrant  
 

ARTICLES INDEX  

 
1. Hannah Lincoln Whiting Fund 

2. Assume Liability for DCR on Rivers, Harbors, etc. 
3. Reports from Various Town Committees 

4. Report of the Personnel Board 
5. Salaries of Town Officers 

6. Budgets 

7. Transfer from the Stabilization Fund 
8. Transfer from Meals Tax Stabilization 

9. Disbursement of Electric Light Department Receipts 
10. Building Department Revolving Fund 

11. Department of Elder Services Revolving Fund 

12. Transfer Funds to the Reserve Fund 
13. Application of Bond Premium 

14. Amendment to Veterans Home Act 
15. Leashing Regulation at Bare Cove Park 

16. Insurance Recovery ï East School 
17. Insurance Recovery ï South School 

18. Community Preservation Committee 

19. 2017 School Building Committee 
20. Foster Elementary School Feasibility Study 

21. Library Grant 
22. Town Hall Architectural Engineering 

23. SSCC Golf Carts and Utility Vehicles 

24. Harbor Improvements 
25. Bathing Beach Bath House 
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26. Additional Road Building 

27. Sewer Improvements I & I (Infiltration and Inflow)  
28. Sewer Improvements 

29. Change in Number of Selectmen 
30. 6 Station Street Drainage Easement 

31. Expenditure of Proceeds of Subdivision Bonds 

32. Amend Zoning By-law re:  Lot Area and Lot Line Definition 
33. Amend Zoning By-law re:  Lot Width to Create Uniformity in the 

Shape of Lots 
34. Amend Zoning By-law re: Regulation of the Sale & Consumption 

of Marijuana (not medical)  
35. Amend Zoning By-law re: Parking Design Standards 

36. Disposal of Surplus supplies 

37. Acceptance of Easements 
 

Article 1  
 

VOTED: 1. That Karen Sadlon, 33 South Pleasant Street, be elected a 

member of the Committee to have charge of the income of the Hannah 
Lincoln Whiting Fund for a term of three years.  

 
A Unanimous Vote  

 
Article 2  

 

VOTED: That the Town, in accordance with, and to the extent only 
permitted by, Massachusetts General Laws chapter 91, section 29, as 

amended, assume liability for all damages that may be incurred by work 
to be performed by the Department of Conservation and Recreation of the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts for the improvement, development, 

maintenance and protection of tidal and non -tidal rivers and streams, 
harbors, tide waters, foreshores and shores along a public beach within 

the Town, in accordance with section 11 of  said chapter 91, and that the 
Board of Selectmen is hereby authorized to execute and deliver a bond of 

indemnity to the Commonwealth assuming such liability.  

 
A Unanimous Vote  

 
Article 3  

 
VOTED: That the reports, if any, of the existing town Committees an d 

Commissions and the town Historian be received; and that all of said 

bodies and posts of government be continued. 
 
A Unanimous Vote  
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Article 4  

 
VOTED: That the report of the Personnel Board, a copy of which is on file 

in the Town Clerk's Office, be accepted; that the amendments of the 
Personnel By-law, including the Classification and Salary Plan, and any 

Cost Item agreements reached by the Personnel Board in collective 

bargaining, which may be embodied or referred to in said report, be 
approved and adopted in their entirety, such approval and adoption to 

become effective July 1, 2017, or as otherwise specified in said report or 
agreements; that the Town raise and appropriate the sum of $409,624 for 

the purpose of this vote; and that the Town Accounta nt is hereby 
authorized and instructed to allocate said sum to and among the several 

Personnel Services and Expense Accounts in such amounts, respectively, 

as are proper and required to meet such amendments and to comply with 
such collective bargaining agreements as may be entered into by the 

Board of Selectmen on behalf of the Town. 
 

A Unanimous Vote  

 
Article 5  

 
VOTED: That, subject to the proviso below, the salary from July 1, 2017 

through June 30, 2018, for each of the following officers shall be at the 
rates below stated or provided after the name of the office.  

Selectmen:  at the annual rate of $2,000 each, except that the Chair shall 

receive an annual rate of $2,500 for the period of incumbency.  
Assessors:  at the annual rate of $1,800 each, except that the Chair shall 

receive an annual rate of $2,000 for the period of incumbency.  
Town Clerk¹:  in accordance with the compensation rates established in 

Grade 15 of the Town of Hingham Classification and Salary Plan of the 

Personnel By-law.  
Municipal Light Board:  at the annual rate of $214 each (to be paid from 

the receipts of the Electric Light Department).  
Provided:  that the salary of each such Officer except Selectman, Assessor, 

and Municipal Light Board Member shall be reduced by all retirement 

allowances and pensions received by such Officer from the Town of 
Hingham.  

______________________  
1 Town Clerk, when serving as a member of the Board of Registrars of Voters, 
shall be paid for such duties in accordance with Massachusetts General Laws 
chapter 41, section 19G.  

 
A Unanimous Vote  
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Article 6  

 
VOTED: That the Town raise and appropriate for each of the following 

purposes, for the Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2017, the sum of money 
stated therefor, provided that, where a transfer appropriation is stated, 

the amount so indicated shall be transferred or specifically appropriated 

as stated; also that the authority is hereby given to turn in vehicles and 
equipment in partial payment for vehicles and equi pment purchased in 

those cases where a turn-in is stated; and provided that any amount or 
portion thereof appropriated to a sub -account and included in a numbered 

account as set forth below may be transferred to another sub -account 
under the same numbered account with the approval of the Board of 

Selectmen and the Advisory Committee. 

 
A Unanimous Vote  

 
Article 7   

 

VOTED: That the Town appropriate the sum of $178,836 from the 
Stabilization Fund for the purpose of reducing the Fiscal Year 2018 tax 

rate. 
 

A 2/3 rd  Vote Required  
A Unanimous Vote  

 

Article 8  
 

VOTED: That the Town appropriate the sum of $450,000 from the Meals 
Tax Stabilization Fund for the purpose of reducing the Fiscal Year 2017 

tax rate.  

 
A 2/ 3 rd  Vote Required  

A Unanimous Vote  
 

Article 9  

 
VOTED: That, with the exception of $500,000, which is hereby transferred 

to the General Fund to reduce the tax rate, all funds received by the 
Hingham Municipal Lighting Plant during the fiscal Year commencing July 

1, 2017, be appropriated to said Municipal Lighting Plant, the same to be 
expended by the Manager of Municipal Lighting under the control and 

direction of the Municipal Light Board for the expenses of the Plant for 

said Fiscal Year, as defined in sections 57 and 57A of chapter 164 of the 
Massachusetts General Laws, and, if there should be any unexpended 
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balance thereof at the end of said Fiscal Year, such amount as is deemed 

necessary shall be transferred to the Construction Fund of said plant and 
appropriated and used for such additions thereto as may be authorized by 

the Municipal Light Board during the next Fiscal Year. 
 

A Unanimous Vote  

 
Article 10  

 
VOTED: That the Town amend Hingham General By-laws article 18 by 

adding the following new paragraph at the end of said article 18:  
 

In accordance with M.G.L. c. 44, s. 53E½, there is hereby established in 

the Building Department a Building Department Revolving Fund for the 
following purposes: 

 
1. For the receipt of all fees from plumbing, gas, and electrical 

inspections performed by Inspectors.  

2. For expenditures to pay wages, salaries, and fringe benefits (as 
applicable) for said Inspectors and their staff for performance of 

their services. 
 

The Building Commissioner shall be authorized to expend from said 
Revolving Fund for said purposes in accordance with the provisions of 

M.G.L. c. 44, s. 53E½. The Building Commissioner shall report all receipts 

and expenditures of said Revolving Fund to the Board of Selectmen at the 
end of each Fiscal Year. 

 
And further, to establish said Building Department Revolving Fund for Fiscal 

Year 2018 in accordance with the above provisions and to limit the total 

amount that may be spent from said Building Department Revolving Fund 
to $250,000 during Fiscal Year 2018. 

 
A Unanimous Vote  

 

Article 11  
 

VOTED: That the Town amend Hingham General By-laws article 16 by 
adding the following new section 7 at the end of said article 16:  

 
SECTION 7 - In accordance with M.G.L. c. 44, s. 53E½, there is hereby 

established in the Department of Elder Services a Department of Elder 

Services Revolving Fund for the following purposes: 
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1. For the receipt of all fees and charges received from Senior Center 

Programs of the Department of Elder Services and/or the Council 
on Aging.  

2. For expenditures to pay the costs and expenses of said Senior 
Center Programs. 

 

The Director of Elder Services shall be authorized to expend from said 
Revolving Fund for said purposes in accordance with the provisions of 

M.G.L. c. 44, s. 53E½.  The Director of Elder Services shall report all 
receipts and expenditures of said Revolving Fund to the Board of 

Selectmen at the end of each Fiscal Year. 
 

And further, to establish said Elder Services Revolving Fund for Fiscal Year 

2018 in accordance with the above provisions and to limit the total amount 
that may be spent from said Elder Services Revolving Fund to $60,000 

during Fiscal Year 2018. 
 

A Unanimous Vote  

 
Article 12  

 
VOTED: That the Town transfer from available funds the sum of $532,746 

to the townôs Reserve Fund for use during Fiscal Year 2017. 
 

A Unanimous Vote  

 
Arti cle 13  

 
VOTED:  That the Town vote to supplement each prior vote of the Town 

that authorized the borrowing of money to pay costs of capital projects to 

provide that, in accordance with Massachusetts General Laws chapter 44, 
section 20, the premium received by the Town upon the sale of any bonds 

or notes thereunder, less any such premium applied to the payment of the 
costs of issuance of such bonds or notes, may be applied to pay project 

costs, and the amount authorized to be borrowed for each such project 

shall be reduced by the amount of any such premium so applied.   
 

A Unanimous Vote  
 

Article 14  
 

VOTED: That the Town accept the provisions of M.G.L. c. 33, s. 59 (as 

amended by St.2016, c. 141, s. 6 to 8) known as An Act relative to 
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Housing, Operations, Military Service, and Enrichment (aka Veterans 

HOME Act), signed into law July 14, 2016. 
 

A Unanimous Vote  
 

Article 15  

 
VOTED: That the Town authorize, but not require, the Board of 

Selectmen, acting as the Board of Park Commissioners under M.G.L. c 45 
§ 2, to adopt a park regulation pursuant to M.G.L. c 45 § 5 and all other 

applicable laws, to authorize the walking of dogs off -lease on odd number 
calendar days in Bare Cove Park in the Town of Hingham, as follows: 

 

1. To authorize the walking of dogs off -leash in Bare Cove Park on 
odd number calendar days. 

2. To establish an ñoff-leash walking permitò in accordance with 
terms and conditions to be determined by the Board of Selectmen.  

3. To establish a fine in the amount of $50.00 for any violation of 

any regulation adopted pursuant hereto, and 
4. At their discretion, to review the effectiveness of the regulation 

twelve months or more after its effective date.  
 

A Standing Vote  
Yes ï 385  

No ï 292  

Motion Adopted  
 

Reconsideration requested and lost  
 

Article 16   

 
VOTED: That the Town transfer $24,022.00 from the Receipts Reserved 

for Appropriation Fund: Insurance Recovery in Excess of $20,000 for use 
by the School Department in Fiscal Year 2017. 

 

A Unanimous Vote  
 

Article 17  
 

VOTED: That the Town transfer $43,534.61 from the Receipts Reserved  
for Appropriation Fund: Insurance Recovery in Excess of $20,000 for use by 

the School Department in Fiscal Year 2017. 

 
A Unanimous Vote  
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Article 18  

 
VOTED:  That the Town appropriate or set aside for later spending funds 

as recommended by the Community Preservation Committee as follows: 

1) Appropriate $50,000 from the Community Preservation General Fund 
for addition to the Community Preservation Committeeôs Administrative 

Fund;  

2)  Appropriate $118,011 from the Community Pre servation Community 
Housing Reserve to be used by the Hingham Affordable Housing Trust for 

the HAHT Opportunity Funding Program; 

3)  Appropriate $6,500 from the Community Preservation General Fund to 
be used by the Hingham Historical Commission for the Conservation of 

Historic Town records;  

4)  Appropriate $41,103 from the Community Preservation General Fund 

to be used by the First Parish of Hingham Association for the Old Ship 
Meeting House Steeple Restoration located at 90 Main Street, Map 61/Lot 

124;  

5)  Appropriate $40,625 from the Community Preservation General Fund 
to be used by the High Street Cemetery Association for the restoration of 

the Whiting Memorial Chapel located at 19 High Street, Map 117/Lot 018;  

6)  Appropriate $17,670 from the Communit y Preservation General Fund 
to be used by the Historical Commission for the repair of the New North 

Meeting House Tower Clock located at 1 Lincoln Street, Map 61/Lot 25;  

7)  Appropriate $13,800 from the Community Preservation General Fund 
to be used by the Historical Commission for the repair of the 

Congregational Church Tower Clock located at 378 Main Street, Map 

90/Lot 60;  

8)  Appropriate $15,170 from the Community Preservation General Fund 

to be used by the Historical Commission for the repair of the William 

Fearing Buildingôs Tower Clock located at 298 Main Street, Map 81/Lot 61;  

9)  Appropriate $7,500 from the Community Preservation General Fund to 
be used by the Historical Commission for the repair of the Second Parish  

Church Tower Clock located at 687 Main Street, Map 126/Lot 47;  

10)  Appropriate $30,000 from the Community Preservation General Fund 

for the deposit to the Townôs Conservation Fund for purchase of land, 
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capital improvements and expenses related to such acquisitions, to make 

deposits or down payments toward acquisitions or creation of such interest 
in open space or otherwise preserve open space; 

*11)  Appr opriate $144,000 from the Community Preservation General 

Fund to be used by the Trustees of the Hingham Bathing Beach for the 
Harbor Boardwalk Extension Project   located at 0 Otis Street, Map 50/Lot 

51; 

12)  Appropriate $75,000 from the Community Preservation General Fund 
to be used by the South Shore Country Club for a Feasibility Study and 

Design Plans for possible replacement of the pool located at 274 South 

Street, Map 70/Lot 14. 
  

A Majority Vote  
 
*#11) Held for discussion  
Standing Vote  

   Yes ï 315  
   No ï 132  

A Majority Vote  

 
Article 19  

 
VOTED: That the Town (1) establish the ñ2017 School Building 

Committeeò which committee shall consist of a minimum of seven (7) 
voting citizens of the Town of Hingham appointed as follows:  two 

members by the Moderator, two members by the Board of Selectmen, and 

three members by the School Committee, with the chair of said committee 
to be jointly designated by the appointing authorities; (2) in the event any 

additional members are required to serve on said committee by the 
Massachusetts School Building Authority (ñMSBAò) pursuant to 963 CMR 

2.10(3), then such additional members shall be appointed by the School 

Committee; (3) authorize said committee to do everything necessary and 
appropriate to study, prepare, m onitor, advise, and complete a feasibility 

study and other related projects for the Foster Elementary School which 
may include a renovation, remodeling, or new building project for the 

Foster Elementary School located at 55 Downer Avenue, Hingham, MA 
(Assessorôs Map ID 38/0/1), including, but not limited to, the employment 

of professionals and the payment of any and all other costs incidental and 

related thereto as necessary to carry out said project; and (4) authorize 
said committee to expend up to $750,00 0 for the foregoing purposes from 

an approved appropriation.  
 

A Unanimous Vote  
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Article 20  

 
VOTED:  That the Town of Hingham appropriate the amount of $750,000  

for the purpose of paying costs of a feasibility study for Foster Elementary 
School located at 55 Downer Ave (Assessorôs Map ID 38/0/1),  including 

the payment of all costs incidental or related thereto,  and for which the 

Town of Hingham may be eligible for a grant from the Massachusetts 
School Building Authority (ñMSBAò), said amount to be expended under 

the direction of the 2017 School Building Committee.  To meet this 
appropriation the Town Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of 

Selectmen, is authorized to borrow up to said amount under and pursuant 
to Massachusetts General Laws chapter 44, or pursuant to any other 

enabling authority.   The Town of Hingham acknowledges that the MSBA 

has not yet invited the Town of Hingham into the Eligibility Period and that  
expenditures from this appropriation are subject to acceptance of the 

Town into said MSBA Eligibility Period.  The Town of Hingham 
acknowledges that the MSBAôs grant program is a non-entitlement,  

discretionary program based on need, as determined by the MSBA, and 

any costs the Town of Hingham incurs in excess of any grant approved by 
and received from the MSBA shall be the sole responsibility of the Town 

of Hingham, and further  provided that the amount of borrowing authorized 
pursuant to this vote shall be reduced by any grant amount set forth  in 

the Feasibility Study Agreement that may be executed between the Town 
of Hingham and the MSBA. 

 

Any premium received by the Town upon the sale of any bonds or notes 
approved by this vote, less any such premium applied to the payment of 

the costs of issuance of such bonds or notes, may be applied to the 
payment of costs approved by this vote in accordance with Massachusetts 

General Laws, chapter 44, section 20, thereby reducing the amount 

authorized to be borrowed to pay such costs by a like amount. 
 

A 2/3 rd  Vote Required  
A Unanimous Vote  
 
Article 21  

 

VOTED:  That the Town accept the preliminary design for the Hingham 
Public Library building, contingent on the receipt of a State grant, and 

authorize the Library Trustees and the Board of Selectmen to apply for, 
accept, and expend any State grants which may be available for the 

project.   
 
A 2/3 rd  Vote Required  
A Unanimous Vote  
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Article 22  

 
VOTED:  That the Town appropriate the sum of $50,000 to be expended 

at the direction of the Board of Selectmen for the purpose of studying 
space needs and operational requirements of Town departments, 

agencies, and committees, other than schools, evaluating the feasible 

options for addressing their infrastructure needs at Town Hall (or 
elsewhere), and reporting the results and recommendations to a future 

Town Meeting.  
 

A Unanimous Vote  
 

Article 23  

 
VOTED:  That the Town appropriate the sum of $283,756 for the purchase 

of golf carts and utility vehicles for the South Shore Country Club.  To 
meet said appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of 

Selectmen, is authorized to borrow said sum under Massachusetts General 

Laws, chapter 44, section 7, or any other enabling authority and to issue 
bonds or notes of the Town therefor.  

 
Any premium received by the Town upon the sale of any bonds or notes 

approved by this vote, less any such premium applied to the payment of 
the costs of issuance of such bonds or notes, may be applied to the 

payment of costs approved by this vote in accordance with Massachusetts 

General Laws, chapter 44, section 20, thereby reducing the amount 
authorized to be borrowed to pay such costs by a like amount.  

 
A Unanimous Vote  

 

Meeting Adjourned  
10:49 PM  
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Second Session  

April 25, 2017  
 

Registered Voters 17,138             Attendance 473  
Reconvened:  7:00 PM  

 

Article 24  
 

VOTED: That the Town transfer $240,000 from available funds 
(accumulated mooring fees in the General Fund) for the purpose of 

completing Phase II of the development of detailed engineering drawings 
and permitting for repair and restoration of three Town -owned wharves, 

POW/MIA Park, the former Mobil Station Parcel, and Barnes I Wharf.  

 
A Majority Vote  

Article 25  
 

VOTED: That the Town appropriate $350,000 from available reserves to 

be expended by the Trustees of the Bathing Beach to construct a new 
bathhouse / multi-purpose building located at 31 Otis Street, Hingham, 

MA, and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into a repayment 
agreement with the Trustees of the Bathing Beach for the concession 

facility and community function room which will provide pay ments to the 
Town in amounts to repay said aggregate appropriation on terms and 

conditions as determined by the Board of Selectmen. 

 
A Standing Vote  

Yes ï 252  
No  -  129  

 

Article 26  
 

VOTED:  That the Town appropriate $590,000 to be expended under the 
direction of the Board of Selectmen for the purpose of repairing and 

reconstructing two sections of roadway:  the Downer Avenue seawall and 

the Martinôs Lane seawall.  To meet said appropriation, the Treasurer, with 
the approval of the Board of Selectmen, is authorized to borrow said sum 

under Massachusetts General Laws chapter 44, section 7, or any other 
enabling authority and to issue bonds or notes of the Town therefor.  

 
Any premium received by the Town upon the sale of any bonds or notes 

approved by this vote, less any such premium applied to the payment of 

the costs of issuance of such bonds or notes, may be applied to the 
payment of costs approved by this vote in accordance with Massachusetts 
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General Laws, chapter 44, section 20, thereby reducing the amount 

authorized to be borrowed to pay such costs by a like amount.  
 

A 2/3 rd  Vote Required  
A Unanimous Vote  

 

Article 27  
 

VOTED:  That $200,000 be appropriated to be expended by the Sewer 
Commission for the purpose of financing sewer system improvements to 

prevent the infiltration of ground water or inflow of unauthorized water 
into the sewer system, including without limitation, the payment of all 

costs incidental thereto, as defined in Massachusetts General Laws chapter 

29C, and, in connection therewith, the Sewer Commission is authorized to 
apply for grants or loans from the state or federal government for such 

purposes and to enter into a loan agr eement, security agreement, or 
similar agreement under any state or federal program to fund or finance 

such project.  To meet said appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval 

of the Board of Selectmen, is authorized to borrow said sum under 
Massachusetts General Laws chapter 44, section 7, or any other enabling 

authority and to issue bonds and notes of the Town therefor.  
 

Any premium received by the Town upon the sale of any bonds or notes 
approved by this vote, less any such premium applied to the pay ment of 

the costs of issuance of such bonds or notes, may be applied to the 

payment of costs approved by this vote in accordance with Massachusetts 
General Laws, chapter 44, section 20, thereby reducing the amount 

authorized to be borrowed to pay such costs by a like amount.  
 

A 2/3 rd  Vote Required  

A Unanimous Vote  
 

Article 28  
 

VOTED: That the Town (1) authorize and empower the Sewer 

Commission to renovate and / or replace the Route 3A force main and 
piping and the Stoddardôs Neck sewer main and piping; and (2) 

appropriate $353,000 for the purposes of this vote.  To meet said 
appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, 

is authorized to borrow said sum under Massachusetts General Laws 
chapter 44, section 7, or any other enabling authority and to issue bonds 

and notes of the Town therefor.  
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Any premium received by the Town upon the sale of any bonds or notes 

approved by this vote, less any such premium applied to the payment of 
the costs of issuance of such bonds or notes, may be applied to the 

payment of costs approved by this vote in accordance with Massachusetts 
General Laws, chapter 44, section 20, thereby reducing the amount 

authorized to be borrowed to pay such costs by a like amount.  

 
A 2/3 rd  Vote Required  

A Unanimous Vote  
 

Article 29  
 

VOTED: That the Town establish a study committee consisting of a 

chairman and four additional members appointed by the Moderator for the 
purpose of considering whether the Town should increase the membership 

of the Board of Selectmen to five.  The committee shall report the results 
of its review prior to the 2018 Annual  Town Meeting, and, if the committee 

wishes to recommend a change in the number of selectmen, it should 

prepare an Article in time to present to the 2018 Annual Town Meeting.  
 

Motion Lost  
 

Article 30   
 

VOTED:  That the Town authorize, but not require, the  Board of 

Selectmen, pursuant and subject to Massachusetts General Laws chapter 
40, sections 3, 15, and 15A, as applicable, to grant, for the benefit of that 

certain parcel of land described below (the ñBenefitted Parcelò), a 
subsurface easement for the purpose of storm water discharge through a 

pipe to a catch basin located on a parcel of land, known as Assessor Map 

61, Parcel 91, owned by the Town of Hingham and under the care, 
custody, and control of the Board of Selectmen, for consideration of a 

minimum of $1.00 and on such other terms and conditions as the Board 
deems in the best interest of the Town, the Benefitted Parcel being known 

as and numbered 6 Station Street (shown as Lot 79 on Assessor Map 61), 

and being particularly described in a deed, dated October 31, 2007, 
recorded with the Plymouth County Registry of Deeds in Book 35269, Page 

271, and a deed dated May 21, 2015, and recorded with said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 45607, Page 291. 

 
A Unanimous Vote  
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Article 31  

 
VOTED:  That the Town accept paragraph 12 (being the second to last 

paragraph) of the current version of Massachusetts General Laws chapter 
41, section 81U, which paragraph relates to the expenditure of subdivision 

bonds or security.  

 
A Unanimous Vote  

 
Article 32  

 
VOTED: That the Town amend the Zoning By-law of the Town of 

Hingham, adopted March 10, 1941, as heretofore amended, as follows:   

 
Item 1. Insert the following definitions in Section VI:  

 
Lot area 

The total land area of a lot expressed in terms of square feet or acres. 

When the distance between any two (2) points on lot lines is less than 
fifty (50) feet, measured in a straight line, the smaller portion of the 

lot which is bounded by such line and lot lines shall only be considered 
in computing minimum lot area if the distan ce along such lot lines 

between such two points is less than one hundred and fifty (150) feet.  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Lot line, front   
The property line dividing a lot from a street right -of-way. In the 

case of a lot bounded by more than one street , the front lot line of 
greatest length shall be known as the primary front lot line. When a 

lot has front lot lines of equal length, the owner shall designate a 
single front lot line as the primary front lot line on the applicable 

plan and/or application.  
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Lot line, rear  

The property line most nearly opposite and furthest from the front 
lot line or primary front lot line in the case of lots bounded by more 

than one street. In some cases, there may be no rear lot line.    
 

Lot line, side  

Any property line not a front or  rear lot line.  
 

Item 2.  Replace the "Yard" diagrams where they appear in Section VI 
with the following diagram  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

A 2/3 rd  Vote Required  

A Unanimous Vote  
 

Article 33  
 

VOTED: That the Town amend the Zoning By-law of the Town of 

Hingham, adopted March 10, 1941, as heretofore amended, as follows: 
 

By amending Section IV-C. 2 by deleting the existing text and inserting 
the following:  

 

Lot Shape:   
 

a. In addition to the required frontage and area, each lot shall be 
laid out so that a square with each side equal to eighty (80) 

percent of the required frontage for the zoning district in which it 
is located can be placed within the lot lines with at least one point 

on the front lot line.   
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b. In addition, at no point between the front lot line or primary front 

lot line and the front wall of the principal structure shall the lot 
have a width of less than eighty (80) percent of the required 

frontage. Lot width is the horizontal distance between side lot 

lines, measured parallel to the lot frontage.   

c.  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

A 2/3 rd  Vote Required  
A Unanimous Vote  

 

Article 34  
 

VOTED: That the Town amend the Zoning By-law of the Town of 
Hingham, adopted March 10, 1941, as heretofore amended, as follows:  

 
Item 1:  By amending Section V to insert a new subsection  

 

V-J  Regulation of the Sale and Consumption of Marijuana Not Medically 
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Prescribed 

 
1. Purpose 

This Section is intended to provide restrictions that will allow the Town 
adequate time to consider where and under what conditions to allow 

the operation of marijuana establishments and the on -site 

consumption of marijuana and marijuana products, to the e xtent that 
such establishments and such consumption are permitted under state 

laws and regulations. The Regulation and Taxation of Marijuana Act 
(the ñActò), the purpose of which is to control the production and 

distribution of marijuana in the Commonwealt h of Massachusetts, 
went into effect on December 15, 2016.  However, as the Cannabis 

Control Commission, to be formed under the Act, has until September 

15, 2017 to adopt regulations consistent with the Act for the 
administration, clarification and enforcement of laws regulating and 

licensing marijuana establishments, a restriction on the location of 
such establishments in Hingham shall provide the opportunity to study 

their potential impacts on adjacent uses and on general public health, 

safety and welfare, and to develop zoning and other applicable 
regulations that appropriately address these considerations consistent 

with statewide regulations and permitting procedures.  The 
moratorium, of a finite duration, will allow the Town to carefully study 

the potential impacts of such establishments and recommend zoning 
by-law amendments to address the Town's concerns in the context of 

Town planning goals and objectives. 

 
2. Definitions  

The capitalized terms used in this Section and not otherwise defined 
in this By-law shall have the meaning set forth in the Act.  

 

3. Temporary Moratorium 
For the reasons set forth above, and notwithstanding any other 

provision of the Zoning By-law to the contrary or any other uses 
permitted thereunder, Marijuana Establishments, excluding any one 

or combination of the uses which may constitute a Medical Marijuana 

Treatment Center, shall not be permitted in any zoning district in the 
Town of Hingham so long as this Section is effective.  Use variances 

shall be strictly prohibited.   
 

4. Expiration 
This Section V-J moratorium shall be in effect through June 30, 2018 .  

 

A 2/3 rd  Vote Required  
A Unanimous Vote  
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Article 35  

 
VOTED: That the Town amend the Zoning By-law of the Town of 

Hingham, adopted March 10, 1941, as heretofore amended, as follows: 
 

Item 1:  By amending Section V-A.5.l by inserting ñThe submittal should 

include information on the specific design proposed for pervious or porous 
pavement, and details of the required maintenance should be noted on 

the plans and incorporated as part of the submittal.ò at the end of the 
section after the word ñProtectionò.  

 
Item 2: By amending Section V-A.5.m by inserting ñlandscaped sections 

and islands inò after the word ñwithinò in the first sentence. 

 
Item 3: By amending Section V-A.5.m by inserting ñand additional 

understory plantingsò after ñone live treeò in the first sentence, also 
inserting ñdesignedò after ñparking areaò and deleting ñso asò after 

ñdesignedò in the first sentence. 

 
Item 4: By amending Section V-A.5.m by inserting ñlarge areas of 

hardscape andò after ñvisual impact ofò in the first sentence. 
 

Item 5: By amending Section V-A.5.m by inserting ñAll landscaped sections 
and islands shall contain a mix of evergreen shrubs, trees and plantings.ò 

after the word ñpossible.ò 

 
Item 6:  By amen ding Section V-A.5.m by deleting ñTrees andò from the 

second sentence. 
 

Item 7: By amending Section V-A.5.m by capitalizing ñLandscapedò in the 

second sentence. 
 

Item 8: By amending Section V-A.5.m by inserting ñsectionsò and deleting 
ñplotsò in the second sentence. 

 

Item 9: By amending Section V-A.5.m by inserting ñWhere landscaped 
sections abut a residential zone or use, the landscaping shall provide a 

year-round screening effect with plantings and berms to shield abutters 
from headlights.  If parking areas are desig ned so as to face a public way, 

the landscaping shall provide a year-round screening effect to prevent 
headlight glare from shining into the way and soften the visual impact of 

the parking field.ò after the sentence ending in ñadjoining properties.ò  

 
Item 10: By amending Section V-A.5 by inserting a new subsection ñnò.  
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Shared Parking/Reduction in Parking Requirements - A reduction in the 

required number of off -street parking spaces may be granted by Special 
Permit A3.  Parking areas serving a clearly defined mixture of uses that do 

not place coincident demands on the parking area may have the parking 
requirements reduced by 10 percent for a lot with 50 -99 spaces, and by 

15 percent if the lot size is 100 spaces or greater.  Projects are encouraged 

to provide shared parking, cooperative parking, bicycle accommodations, 
landbanked parking spaces, consolidation of curb cuts and driveways, and 

other on-site amenities to alleviate the demand for parking and the 
adverse impact of impervious surfaces. 

 
Requests for reductions in off -street parking space requirements shall be 

accompanied by an analysis of the demand for off-street parking, a 

parking management summary, other like use parking demand studies 
and/or reports, a summary of the parking plan to reduce parki ng demand, 

and any other documentation necessary to adequately review the request 
for the reduction of parking requirements, prepared in accordance with 

the standards promulgated by the Institute of Transportation Engineers 

(ITE), the Urban Land Institute (ULI) or other appropriate source.ò   
 

Item 11: By amending Section V-A.5 by inserting a new subsection ño.  
Landbanked Off-Street Parking Areas - For projects requesting a reduced 

parking requirement, the Planning Board may require that an area 
equivalent to the total area of the reduced off -street parking spaces and 

related landscaped areas and driveways be preserved and identified on 

the Site Plan.  Each landbanked parking space shall meet the dimensional 
requirements in the By-law.  The landbanked parking spaces shall be 

designed as part of the overall parking development, and in no event shall 
any landbanked parking space be located within the front or side yard 

setbacks, unless specifically permitted within the Zoning District.  At the 

request of the Planning Board, the Applicant may be required to provide a 
parking monitoring program at specified times from the issuance of the 

certificate of occupancy, in order to determine if and when the landbanked 
parking spaces are needed. If, after the issuance of a certificate of 

occupancy, the Planning Board or the Applicant finds that all or a portion 

of the landbanked parking spaces are needed, the Applicant shall submit 
a written request to the Planning Board, which states the need for the 

additional off -street parking spaces, and a revised site plan denoting the 
un-landbanked parking spaces.   Frequent parking of vehicles on a street 

adjacent to the premises or in areas not designated as formal parking 
spaces shall be considered evidence of the inadequacy of the off-street 

spaces provided.ò 
 
A 2/3 rd  Vote Required  
A Unanimous Vote  
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Article 36  

 
Voted:  That the Town amend the General By-laws of the Town, adopted 

March 13, 1939, as heretofore amended, by striking article 5A, section 8, 
and inserting in its place the  following:  

 

SECTION 8 ï (A) The Townôs Chief Procurement Officer shall be 
responsible for disposing of all tangible supplies that are no longer useful 

to the Town but that have a resale or salvage value of less than $10,000.  
The term ñsuppliesò includes motor vehicles, machinery, computer 

equipment, furniture, and other items of personal property, but does not 
include real property. 

 

(B) Upon the request of any department head, board, or committee, the 
Chief Procurement Officer or his / her designee may declare supplies to 

be surplus, and may approve the supplies for disposition, if those supplies 
are no longer useful to the Town.  

 

(C) Any supplies declared to be surplus and approved for disposition shall 
be disposed of in accordance with the following pr ocedures, compliance 

with which shall be the responsibility of the Chief Procurement Officer:  
 

(1) The Chief Procurement Officer or his / her designee shall circulate a 
list of the supplies to be disposed of to other Town departments, including 

the School Department, and shall convey the supplies to any department 

that wants them;  
 

(2) In the event that no other Town department claims the supplies, the 
Chief Procurement Officer or his / her designee shall value the supplies in 

a commercially reasonable manner. 

 
(3) (a) If the supplies are valued at $10,000 or more, the Chief 

Procurement Officer shall comply with the requirements of Massachusetts 
General Laws chapter 30B, sections 15(b) through (d). 

 

(b) If the supplies are valued at less than $10,000 but mor e than $100, 
the Chief Procurement Officer shall utilize any one or more of the following 

methods of disposition, with the intent of maximizing the return on 
revenue to the Town:  

 
(i) Trade-in the supplies with the purchase of equipment;  

 

(ii) Sell the supplies to another governmental unit that is known to be 
interested; 
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(iii) Sell the supplies to the highest bidder after advertising the supplies' 
availability on the Internet, at the Town Office Building, and / or in a 

newspaper published in the Town; 
 

(iv) Sell the supplies at public auction, notice of which shall conform to 

Massachusetts General Laws chapter 30B, section 5(c); or 
 

(v) Sell the supplies at private sale, except that no such private sale shall 
be made to any employee or elected or appointed official of the Town;  

 
(c) If the supplies are valued at $100 or less, the Chief Procurement Officer 

may utilize any one or more of the methods of disposition specified in the 

preceding subsection. Alternatively, the Chief Procurement Officer may 
recycle or trash the supplies or may donate them to a charitable 

organization that has received a tax exemption from the United States by 
reason of its charitable nature, as he / she deems appropriate.  

 

(4) The Town shall reserve the right to accept or reject any or all offers to 
purchase surplus supplies.  All surplus supplies shall be sold on an ñas is / 

where isò basis, with no warranty of any kind, express or implied. 
 

(5) All monies from the disposition of supplies under this procedure shall 
be payable to the Town.  All revenue from the disposal of supplies under 

this procedure shall be deposited with the Town Treasurer for deposit in 

the General Fund. 
 

(6) If the Town receives no offers for a surplus supply, the supply may be 
disposed of in any commercially reasonable manner. 

  

A Unanimous Vote  
 

Article 37  
 

Voted:  That the Town authorize, but not require, for a period through 

April 30, 2018, the Board of Selectmen to accept grants of easements for 
purposes of streets, sidewalks, or pedestrian walkways, or water, 

drainage, sewage, or utility facilities on terms and conditions that the 
Board deems in the best interests of the Town.  

 
A Majority Vote  

 

Meeting Adjourned -  11:08 PM  
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FY 2018 Cash Appropriations 

ARTICLE 6  

      GENERAL GOVERNMENT  

  
122 SELECTMEN  
  Payroll 492,517 

  Expenses 94,090 

  Capital Outlay 0 

  

132 RESERVE FUND      550,000  

  
135 TOWN ACCOUNTANT  
  Payroll 276,364 

  Expenses 12,555 

  Audit 61,500 

  

137 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY  
  Payroll 171,681 

  Expenses 243,095 

  Capital Outlay  146,060 

  
141 ASSESSORS  
  Payroll 246,328 

  Expenses 11,510 

  Consulting 125,000 

  Map Maintenance 6,000 

 

 

145 TREASURER/COLLECTOR  
  Payroll 334,507 

  Expenses 46,554 

  Capital Outlay 0 

  Tax Titles 10,000 

  
151 LEGAL SERVICES 232,000 

  
159 TOWN MEETINGS  
  Payroll 2,692 

  Expenses 29,000 
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161 TOWN CLERK  
  Payroll 177,174 

  Expenses 7,866 

  Capital Outlay 0 

  
162 ELECTIONS  
  Payroll 6,850 

  Expenses 10,845 

  
173 COMMUNITY PLANNING   
  Payroll 744,614 

  Expenses 62,684 

  
177 BARE COVE PARK  
  Payroll 17,508 

  Expenses 7,370 

  

192 TOWN HALL  
  Payroll 214,822 

  Expenses 441,787 

  Capital Outlay  128,482 

 

 

193 GRAND ARMY MEMORIAL HALL 14,500 

  Capital Outlay   

  
TOTAL GENERAL GOVERNMENT 4,925,955 

  
PUBLIC SAFETY 

 

  

210 POLICE DEPARTMENT  
  Payroll (Overtime $451,378) 5,217,118 

  Expenses 347,300 

  Capital Outlay ($40,000 from Mooring Permits) 133,500 

  
220 FIRE DEPARTMENT  
  Payroll (Overtime $450,990) 5,069,797 

  Expenses 399,810 

  Capital Outlay ($32,000 from Mooring Permits) 157,000 

  
230 DISPATCH SERVICES  
  Expenses 817,586 

  



50 

 

292 ANIMAL CONTROL  
  Payroll 62,974 

  Expenses 5,300 

  
295 HARBORMASTER  
  Payroll 173,992 

  Expenses 53,712 

  
299 PUBLIC SAFETY UTILITIES  
  Emergency Water 364,424 

  Street Lighting 183,274 

   

TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY 12,985,787 

  
EDUCATION  

  

300 SCHOOL DEPARTMENT  

  Payroll 40,317,087 

  Expenses 9,445,607 

  Capital Outlay ($837,000 from available reserves) 850,820 

TOTAL EDUCATION 50,613,514 

  
     PUBLIC WORKS AND FACILITIES  

  
405 TOWN ENGINEERING  
  Payroll 251,342 

  Expenses 33,350 

  Capital Outlay 0 

  Road Building/Construction 300,000 

 

 

420 HIGHWAY/RECREATION/TREE & PARK  

  
  Payroll (Overtime $55,300) 2,014,608 

  Expenses 438,950 

  Capital Outlay   466,600 

  Snow Removal 554,325 

  Road Maintenance 358,500 

430 LANDFILL/RECYCLING 
 
 

  Payroll (Overtime $27,158) 520,559 

  Expenses 833,356 

  Capital Outlay  159,000 
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440 SEWER COMMISSION 
 

  Payroll (Overtime $22,708) 329,258 

  Expenses 285,419 

  Capital Outlay 145,000 

  Engineering 10,000 

  MWRA Charges 1,941,871 

  Hull Intermunicipal Agreement 298,240 

  
$2,827,696 shall be funded from Sewer revenue.  

  
TOTAL PUBLIC WORKS  8,940,378 

  
     HUMAN SERVICES  

  
510 HEALTH DEPARTMENT  
  Payroll 308,871 

  Expenses 23,335 

  
541 ELDER SERVICES  
  Payroll 221,435 

  Expenses 19,933 

  Capital Outlay 0 

  Tax Work Off Program 0 

 

 

543 VETERANS' SERVICES  
  Payroll 100,246 

  Expenses 5,684 

  Benefits 259,449 

  
545 WOMANSPLACE CRISIS CENTER 2,700 

  
546 SOUTH SHORE WOMEN'S CENTER 3,700 

  
TOTAL HUMAN SERVICES 945,353 

  
     CULTURE AND RECREATION 

 

  
610 LIBRARY  
  Payroll 1,365,837 

  Expenses 330,862 

  Capital Outlay  40,000 
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630 RECREATION COMMISSION  
  Payroll 93,202 

  
650 TRUSTEES OF BATHING BEACH  

  Payroll 18,447 

  Expenses 21,145 

  Capital Outlay 0 

 

 

692 CELEBRATIONS  11,924 

   

TOTAL CULTURE & RECREATION 1,881,417 

  
     ENTERPRISE FUND  
  

720 COUNTRY CLUB 2,192,765 

      2,103,614 shall be funded from Country Club revenue.  
  

TOTAL ENTERPRISE FUND 2,192,765 

  

     DEBT SERVICE  

  
710 DEBT SERVICE 9,208,170 
     ($7,058,550 IS EXCLUDED FROM PROPOSITION 2 1/2)    

  

TOTAL DEBT SERVICE 9,208,170 

  
     EMPLOYEE BENEFITS 

 

  
900  GROUP INSURANCE 6,863,728 

  
900 OTHER POSTEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS 814,175 

  
910 CONTRIBUTORY RETIREMENT 4,221,102 

  
912 WORKERS' COMPENSATION  330,000 

  

913 UNEMPLOYMENT 30,000 

  
914 EMPLOYER MEDICARE TAXES 852,750 

   

TOTAL EMPLOYEE BENEFITS 13,111,755 
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     UNCLASSIFIED  
  

901 INSURANCE   
   Fire, Public Liability, Property Damage, etc. 635,250 

  
940 CLAIMS AND INCIDENTALS  
   Claims and Incidentals 10,950 

  
TOTAL UNCLASSIFIED 646,200 

  
TOTAL ARTICLE 6   105,451,294 

  
Article 7  
Reduce FY2018 tax rate 178,836 

  
Article 8  
From Meals Tax Stabilization to reduce 2018 Tax Rate 450,000 

  
Article 9  
From Municipal Light Plant to reduce 2018 Tax Rate 500,000 

  
Article 12  
From Free Cash to FY16 Reserve Fund 532,746 

  
Article 16  
Insurance recovery > $20,000  24,022 

School Dept  

  
Article 17  
Insurance recovery > $20,000  43,535 

School Dept  

  
Article 18  
CPC  
¶ General Reserve - Administrative Fund 50,000 

¶ Historical Comm - Conserve Town Records 6,500 

¶ 1st Parish-Restore Old Ship Steeple 41,103 
¶ High St. Cemetery-Restoration Whiting Memorial 

Chapel 40,625 
¶ Historical Comm - New No. Meeting House Tower 

Clock 17,670 
¶ Historical Comm - Repair Congregational Church 

Tower Clock 13,800 
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¶ Historical Comm - Repair William Fearing Building 
Tower Clock 15,170 

¶ Historical Comm - Repair 2nd Parish Church Tower 
Clock 7,500 

¶ Town's Conservation Fund 30,000 
¶ Trustees of the Bathing Beach - Harbor Boardwalk 

Ext. 144,000 
¶ So Shore Country Club - Feasibility Study& Design for 

pool 75,000 
¶ Housing Reserve - HAHT-Opportunity Funding 

Program 118,011 

  

Article 20  

Borrow/ 2017 School Building Committee 750,000 

Foster Elementary School  

  

Article 22  

From Free Cash to Board of Selectmen 50,000 
Studying space needs & operational requirements- Town 
Depts. 

 

  

Article 23  

Borrow/South Shore Country Club 283,756 

Purchase Golf Carts  

  

Article 24  

Mooring Fee/General Fund 240,000 

Phase II development for repair & restoration of 3 wharves.   

  
Article 25  
From Available Funds /Trustees of the Bathing Beach 350,000 

New bath house/ multi -purpose building  
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Annual Town Election, April 29, 2017 

 
Moderator          

  PR 1 PR 2 PR 3 PR 4 PR 5 PR 5A PR 6 TOTAL 

Blanks 107 118 122 131 104 74 127 783  

Michael J. Puzo  451 515 569 568 401 295 422 3221  

Write-Ins 7 5 7 0 2 1 8 30  

Total  565  638  698  699  507  370  557  4034  

         

Selectman          

  PR 1 PR 2 PR 3 PR 4 PR 5 PR 5A PR 6 TOTAL 

Blanks 10 14 7 6 6 7 8 58  

Eric Haskell  118 163 132 147 177 107 229 1073  

Karen Johnson  349 370 424 413 263 234 241 2294  

Andrew Shafter  86 90 135 133 60 22 78 604  

Write-Ins 2 1 0 0 1 0 1 5 

Total  565  638  698  699  507  370  557  4034  

         

Board O f Assessors           

  PR 1 PR 2 PR 3 PR 4 PR 5 PR 5A PR 6 TOTAL 

Blanks 144 172 194 205 148 94 163 1120  
Stuart Gregory 
Hall  419 461 503 491 358 276 390 2898  

Write-Ins 2 5 1 3 1 0 4 16  

Total  565  638  698  699  507  370  557  4034  

         

Board O f Health          

  PR 1 PR 2 PR 3 PR 4 PR 5 PR 5A PR 6 TOTAL 

Blanks 57 90 59 88 57 35 68 454  
Elizabeth 
Eldredge  259 251 356 332 239 185 234 1856  

Kate McBrine  248 295 282 278 209 150 255 1717  

Write-Ins 1 2 1 1 2 0 0 7 

Total  565  638  698  699  507  370  557  4034  

         

Municipal Light Board          

  PR1 PR2 PR3 PR4 PR5 PR 5A PR 6 TOTAL 

Blanks 50 84 79 94 65 48 56 476  

John P. Ryan  290 333 374 385 302 195 316 2195  

Michael Mullaley  225 220 245 219 139 127 185 1360  

Write-ins 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 3 

Total  565  638  698  699  507  370  557  4034  
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Housing Authority          

  PR 1 PR 2 PR 3 PR 4 PR 5 PR 5A PR 6 TOTAL 

Blanks 177 186 219 231 176 102 183 1274  
Davalene 
Cooper  387 449 478 467 329 267 372 2749  

Write-Ins 1 3 1 1 2 1 2 11  

Total  565  638  698  699  507  370  557  4034  

         

School Committee          

  PR 1 PR 2 PR 3 PR 4 PR 5 PR 5A PR 6 TOTAL 

Blanks 281 313 318 334 209 161 232 1848  

Edward Schreier  189 266 291 257 213 183 276 1675  

Michelle Ayer  334 373 378 392 278 220 283 2258  

Megan M. Buhr  174 166 190 169 140 101 137 1077  

Evan Sheehan  150 156 218 246 173 75 183 1201  

Write-Ins 2 2 1 0 1 0 3 9 

Total  1130  1276  1396  1398  1014  740  1114  8068  

         

Planning Board          

For Five Years  PR1 PR2 PR3 PR4 PR5 PR 5A PR 6 TOTAL 

Blanks 97 77 112 165 78 62 115 706  

Gordon M. Carr  235 298 350 368 351 218 303 2123  
Edward 
Matthews  230 263 235 166 74 90 137 1195   

Write-Ins 3 0 1 0 4 0 2 10  

Total  565  638  698  699  507  370  557  4034  

         

Sewer Commission          

  PR 1 PR 2 PR 3 PR 4 PR 5 PR 5A PR 6 TOTAL 

Blanks 178 178 229 242 171 108 184 1290  

Stephen Harold  387 456 466 456 334 262 371 2732  

Write-Ins 0 4 3 1 2 0 2 12  

Total  565  638  698  699  507  370  557  4034  
 

Recreation Commission          

  PR 1 PR 2 PR 3 PR 4 PR 5 PR 5A PR 6 TOTAL 

Blanks 114 129 135 177 111 62 117 845  

Nandita S. Scott  302 302 392 321 201 174 243 1935  

Benjamin Smith  102 141 129 120 102 100 128 822  

Darin S. Souza  47 65 41 81 90 34 65 423  

Write-Ins 0 1 1 0 3 0 4 9 

Total  565  638  698  699  507  370  557  4034  
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Vital Statistics 

 
 2013  2014  2015  2016  2017*  

Births 216 201 222 220 206 

Marriages 80 85 84 78 74 

Deaths 281 402 491 484 493 

*Received as of preparation of report.  For verification of any individual  record, 
call the Town Clerkôs Office.

Town Clerk staff (l to r):  Liz MacVarish, Town Clerk Eileen McCracken and 

Jacquie Berard 
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Building Department 

 
The Building Department continues to see new construction and 
remodeling projects at a brisk rate. Linden Ponds is nearing the completion 

of 106 new apartments. Building 19 was demolished and Avalon has 

started construction of 180 apartments on the site. Seventy -seven condo 
units are under construction at 10 Shipyard Drive. The Lincoln building on 

the corner of Main and South Street has received a foundation permit. A 
new commercial building featuring a retail boat store and restaurant is 

also under construction on Lincoln Street. Early next year we are 

anticipating construction beginning on 220 apartments at the former 
Hingham Mutual Fire Insurance Company site on Beal Street. 
 
We are now enforcing the Massachusetts 9th Edition of 780 CMR State 

Building Code, the Massachusetts State Electrical Code 527 CMR 12.00, 
the Massachusetts State 248 CMR Plumbing and Gas Code, along with the 

Town of Hingham General By-Law and the Zoning By-Law. 
 
All permits are now applied for online. Homeowners and contractors may 

apply for permits from their home or office at www.hingham-ma.gov. 
 
The Building Department has issued a total of 4,257 permits and 
conducted 6,991 inspections in 2017. 
 
                 Fees Collected 
 1,201 Building Permits $1,068,538 
 45 Final Cost Affidavits 67,823 
 948 Plumbing Permits 124,340 
 599 Gas Permits 30,802 
 1152 Electrical Permits 117,505 
 88 Certificate of Inspection                                      11,194 
 92 Occupancy 3,325 
 24 Re-inspection 1800 
        108 Sheet Metal                                                       17,480 
  
 4,257  $1,442,807 
 
I would like to thank the staff of the Building Department for their 
continued professional manner in which they serve the various customer 

concerns and inspections that we address throughout the day.  
 
We would like to thank all applicants, residents, businesses and town 
departments for their cooperation and support this past year. We look 

forward to serving you in 2018 .  
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Michael Clancy C.B.O., Building Commissioner/Zoning Enforcement Officer 

http://www.hingham-ma.gov/
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Conservation Commission 

 
In 2017, the Conservation Commission supported multiple projects related 
to natural resource protection and open space management. 

 
The Commission continued to evaluate projects subject to the 

Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act and the Hingham Wetland 

Regulations. It acted on 140 applications and projects during 2017, 
including: 

 
Å 2 Orders of Resource Area Delineation 

Å 1 Emergency Certification 

Å 6 Stop Work Orders 
Å 28 Orders of Conditions 

Å 4 Amended Orders of Conditions 
Å 32 Determinations of Applicability 

Å 33 Certificates of Compliance 

Å 31 Administrative Reviews 
Å 3 Permit Extensions 

 
The Commission also revised its Wetlands Protection Bylaw Fee Schedule 

to include a ñcapò on the fees collected for wetland boundary delineations. 
These fees can add up quickly and until this year, it has been up to each 

applicant to request a waiver from the Commission for excessive fees. The 

revised caps, $200.00 for activities associated with a single family house 
and $2,000.00 for all other activities, are also in place at both the state 

level and in the towns of Norwell and Cohasset, as well as many others in 
Massachusetts. The revised caps ensure that the filing process is fair, 

consistent, and transparent. 

 
Following the recommendation of the Comprehensive Trails Plan to 

improve the townôs trail system maps and signs, the Commission posted 
trail maps in the 27 kiosks that were installed last year on 12 separate 

open space properties that it and the Hingham Land Conservation Trust 
own. The Commission also set aside funds to repair, replace, and construct 

a total of 11 wooden identification signs for 10 of its open space 

properties. Work on the wooden identification signs is underway. The new 
wooden identification signs will be installed within the Weir River Estuary 

Park and at the Lehner property, once a formal name is adopted at the 
2018 Annual Town Meeting. 

 

The Commission also made several important changes to its bow hunting 
program, specifically related to the deer season. Starting in 2017, the 
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number of permits issued to hunters was limited to 35, based on a 

recommendation from MassWildlife. The permits were issued via a lottery 
system and successful hunters were invited back next year, reducing the 

number of permits available through the lottery system. The Commission 
also limited each hunter to a total of four tree stands, with no more than 

two per hunter, per property. Several administrative changes were made 

as well, including the development of a hunter log book, which provides 
the Commission with additional information that will help guide the 

program. In 2017, the Commission issued a total of 45 bow hunting 
permits; 10 for the spring turkey season and 35 for the fall deer season. 

The Commission received notification of 23 deer being harvested during 
the 2017 season. 

 

The Commissionôs dedicated volunteers also continued to help maintain 
and improve its open space properties. Various groups and individual 

volunteers worked many hours over the course of the year to pick up 
trash, clear brush and downed trees 

from trails, and other tasks that 

contributed to a more positive visitor 
experience. 

 
Laurie Freeman, Chair 

Paul Hall, Vice Chair 
Henry Hidell 

Robert Mosher 

Frank Gaul 
 

Loni Fournier, Senior Planner: 
Conservation/GIS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

McKenna Marsh Trail Map 
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Planning Board 

Hingham witnessed continued development and permitting activity across 
all sectors (commercial, industrial, institutional and residential) over the 

past year.  New development and reuse of existing buildings took place 
on commercial and industrial properties across Town.   

The Planning Board conducted twenty-nine Site Plan Review hearings.  
Seventeen were in conjunction with Special Permits, and twelve were not. 

These included the redevelopment of the 99 Restaurant, a new multi -
tenant building at 170 Shipyard Drive, a new daycare, an assisted living 

facility and the new bathhouse at the bathing beach. There were also 

approvals related to the expansion or modification of existing buildings 
and businesses in town.  In addition, the Planning Board reviewed 

fourteen Special Permit A3 approvals in conjunction with requests for 
parking waivers or determinations in accordance with the Town's off -street 

parking regulations.   

Joint hearings were conducted between the Planning Board and the 

Zoning Board of Appeals regarding applications for a Special Permit A2, 
and the related Site Plan and/or Special Permit A3 on an as needed basis.  

Together the Boards permitted the redevelopment of the 99 restaurant, 
the LCB Senior Living assisted living project and the bathhouse at the 

bathing beach.  The Planning Board reviewed fifteen Form A (Approval 

Not Required) plans and endorsed thirteen of them for lot line changes, 
land swaps between adjacent parcels, or the creation of new lots.  Two 

Form A submittals were ultimately withd rawn.  The Planning Board also 
approved two Definitive Subdivisions and disapproved one preliminary 

subdivisions.  Residential development on approved subdivision and infill 

lots, and in approved multifamily developments continued with activity at 
Baker Hill, Lewis Court, and Weathervane.  The Lewis Court subdivision is 

completed and the Baker Hill subdivision is nearing completion.  
Construction is underway at the recently approved 901 Main Street 

Definitive Subdivision, and two multifamily developments at  the Hingham 
Shipyard.      

In the months leading up to the 2018 Town Meeting, the Planning Board 
discussed and held public hearings on ten proposed amendments to the 

Zoning By-Law (Section VI- Definitions, Section IV-D Flexible Residential 
Development, Floodplain Protection Overlay District, Use Table and 

Parking, Common Driveways, Section III-A ïBan on Marijuana 

Establishments, Regulation of Marijuana Establishments, Definitions 
Related to Marijuana Not Medically Prescribed, Section V-H- Registered 
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Marijuana Dispensaries, and Accessory Dwelling Units).  The purpose of 

the Section VI- Definitions article is to add the definition of Lot Width to 
the definitions section of the By -Law. The purpose of the Flexible 

Residential Development article is to clarify the minimum setback distance 
between structures on the same lot in a Flexible Residential Development 

refers to principal structures (residential buildings) and not accessory 

structures (swimming pools, sheds, etc.).  The purpose of the Floodplain 
Protection Overlay District article is to correctly reference the FIRM panels 

and their revised to dates and to modify the Zoning Part B map.  The 
purpose of the Use Table and Parking article is to remove use 4.18 from 

the use table as a clean-up item, and to add clarifying text to state that 
the Planning Board may grant waivers to the Design Standards with a 

Special Permit A3.  The purpose of the Common Driveways article is to 

slightly revise the language adopted last year to modify the requirement 
for Cape Cod berms and as relates to submittal of required legal 

documents. The purpose of the Section III -AïBan on Marijuana 
Establishments article is to ban marijuana establishments and businesses 

dealing in marijuana accessories from town.  The purpose of the Regulation 

of Marijuana Establishments article is to specify the permitting  and location 
requirements for marijuana establishments in town in the event that the 

ban does not get adopted.  The purpose of the Definitions Related to 
Marijuana Not Medically Prescribed article is to provide modest revisions 

to the definitions of home occupations, farmersô market and light industrial 
to exclude marijuana establishments in the event that neither of the other 

two proposed articles on marijuana establishments are adopted.  The 

purpose of the Section V-H- Registered Marijuana Dispensaries article is 
to revise the existing language to be consistent with the current legislation 

but it does not expand or otherwise modify any other aspects of this 
regulation.  The purpose of the Accessory Dwelling Units article is to provide 

a permitting mechanism for accessory dwelling units in the principal structure.  

 
As with recent previous years, 2017 was marked by productive and 

collaborative relationships between the Planning Board and a variety of 
other Town boards and committees, including the Board of Selectmen and 

the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Planning Board members or their designees 

continue to play an active role as members of several Town committees, 
including the Community Preservation Committee, Open Space Committee, 

Development and Industrial Committee, and the Traffic Committee.   
 

Jennifer M. Gay Smith, Chairman 
Gary Tondorf-Dick, Clerk 

Gordon C. Carr 

Sarah Corey  
William Ramsey 
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Zoning Board of Appeals 
 
The Board of Appeals is a quasi-judicial body established under the 

provisions of the "Zoning Act", Chapter 40A of the Massachusetts General 

Laws (M.G.L.). The Zoning Act and the Hingham Zoning By-Law authorize 
the Board to hear and decide appeals from certain actions of the Building 

Commissioner, to issue Variances and to issue certain Special Permits. 
These permits are broadly categorized into land use and dimensional 

regulations.  

The Board is also the only Town agency entitled to issue comprehensive 
permits under M.G.L. ch. 40B.  

 
The Board of Appeals consists of three regular members, appointed to 3-

year terms. Five associate members, appointed to 1-year terms, presently 

serve on an as-needed basis.  The Board of Selectmen makes all 
appointments. 

 
The Board held thirty -eight (38) meetings in 2017, during which members 

conducted one hundred forty -three (143) separate hearings on both 
ongoing and new applications. The Board received seventy-nine (79) 

applications over the course of the year.  

Variances:  Variances are authorizations to use land or structures in a 
manner that is otherwise prohibited by the Zoning By -Law where the 

applicant demonstrates substantial hardship, unique conditions affecting 
the property, and no substantial detriment to the public  good.  More than 

half (47) of all applications submitted to the Board in 2017  were variance 

requests. Requests for dimensional relief related primarily to  setback 
requirements for residential accessory structures, both attached and 

detached, as well as additions to single-family dwellings. The Hingham 
Zoning By-Law also authorizes the Board to grant use variances; however, 

this form of relief is granted sparingly. The Board did not grant any 
variance requests related to use in 2017.  

Administrative Appeals: Aggrieved parties may appeal a decision or 

issuance of a permit by the Building Commissioner to the Board. Three (3) 
administrative appeal applications were filed in 2017. The Board upheld 

the Building Commissioner in the first two cases; the third appli cation 
remains ongoing. 

Findings:  The Board received four (4)  applications for a Finding under 

M.G.L. ch. 40A, § 6 this past year. Findings involve changes to pre-existing 
nonconforming structures or uses.  Section 6 allows extensions or 



64 

 

alterations if th e Board finds that the proposed change, extension or 

alteration will not be substantially more detrimental than the existing 
nonconforming use or structure to the neighborhood.   

Special Permits:  The Board heard applications on twenty-three (23) 
Special Permit requests. Special Permits are authorizations to use land or 

structures for a particular purpose, provided general guidelines as detailed 

in the By-Law and specific conditions arising from the review process itself 
are met.  Special Permits are designed as a flexible tool to assure that the 

use is in harmony with the intent and purposes of the Zoning By -Law.  
Several special permit applications involved construction in floodplain 

districts, including both commercial and residential docks and piers. 
Special permit applications approved, after a collaborative review process 

with the Planning Board, include a new bathhouse at the Bathing Beach 

and a 90-unit assisted living facility on Whiting Street .  

Comprehensive Permits (M.G.L. ch. 40B):  Chapter 40B is a state statute 

that allows developers to seek a single local permit under flexible rules for 
housing developments where at least 20-25% of the units will have a long 

term affordability restriction. These applications tend to be more complex 

than others, in particular because the Board must review comprehensive 
permit applications under all local regulations, including those otherwise 

under the jurisdiction of the Planning Board, Conservation Commission, 
and the Board of Health. As a result, the Board solicits comments from 

these agencies and coordinates closely with all Town departments during 
its review of comprehensive permit applications in order to protect the 

public interest. The Board held hearings on two (2) comprehensive permit 

applications last year. In June 2017, the Board approved, with conditions, 
the Broadstone Bare Cove Alliance development to be located on Beal 

Street. While the original application for this development proposed 300 
units, the project was reduced to 220 units du ring the public hearing 

process. The second application consists of a proposed 32-unit 

development on Ward Street, known as River Stone. The hearing on this 
matter was stayed with the Town's filing of an Appeal with the Housing 

Appeals Committee (HAC) pursuant to 760 CMR 56.03(8)(c)  and resumed 
upon the issuance of the HAC's Interlocutory Decision on October 31, 

2017. Review of this application remains ongoing at the time of this report. 

Finally, the Board received notice of two (2) Project Changes After 

Issuance of a Comprehensive Permit - one related to Avalon Hingham 
Shipyard II and the other to Broadstone - finding after review that each 

constituted an insubstantial change.   

Board members would like to express appreciation for the support, 

cooperation, and assistance we received from all Town departments 
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during the past year. Zoning Board staff is available to assist residents, 

developers, other town departments, and the general public in all zoning 
related matters during r egular Town Hall hours. The Board encourages all 

interested citizens to attend its hearings, which are held on selected 
evenings at Town Hall. 

Robyn S. Maguire, Chair  

Joseph M. Fisher, Vice-Chair and Clerk  

Emily Wentworth, Senior Planner and Zoning Administrator 
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Historic Districts Commission 
 

The Historic Districts Commission is the Townôs permitting board 

responsible for reviewing proposed exterior additions and alterations to 

buildings in Hingham's historic districts.  In 2017, the Hi storic Districts 
Commission held over 75 hearings and made site visits to review 

applications from property owners seeking a Certificate of 
Appropriateness. The mission of the Historic Districts Commission is to 

protect the history and character of Hinghamôs historic districts by 

preserving, through design review, the streetscape and the characteristic 
architectural features of the structures located within the historic districts.  

Maintenance and repair projects do not require a hearing and are 
approved administratively.  The work of the Commission is enabled by the 

National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, Massachusetts General Law, 

Chapter 40C, and by the Historic Districts By-Law approved by Town 
Meeting. 
 
The Commissionôs objective is to work collaboratively with applicants to 

help them meet their lifestyle and space needs while preserving the 
historic and architectural integrity of an historic structure and its site.  

Guidelines for the Treatment of Histor ic Properties established by the 
United States Secretary of the Interior form the basis for the Commissionôs 

review of projects.  The Guidelines for Work in Historic Districts prepared 

by the Historic Districts Commission and Guidelines for New Construction 
and Additions in Hingham's Historic Districts, written and adopted in 2015,  

are derived from the Secretary of the Interior's Guidelines.  These 
Guidelines define the standards for exterior work on properties located in 

Hinghamôs historic districts.  Reviewing the Guidelines helps property 

owners submit project plans that meet the criteria required for approval.  
The Guidelines can be obtained from the Townôs website or from the 
Historic Districts Commission Office on the second floor of Town Hall. 
 
The Commission consists of five members and five alternates appointed 
by the Board of Selectmen for three-year terms.  The Historic Districts By-

Law requires that Commission members include an AIA architect, one 

designee each from the Planning Board and Historical Society, a resident 
of an historic district when possible and an at -large member. The public is 

encouraged to attend Commission hearings held at Town Hall, generally 
scheduled on the third Thursday evening of the month.  Alternatively, the 

Commission regularly videotapes its meetings, meetings, which are readily 
available to watch from the Harbor Media website.  
 
The Commission wishes to thank Chuck Clutz.  His expertise as an architect 

and his knowledge of period architecture were a tremendous asset for the 
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Commission and for the applicants, whose projects benefited as a result 

of his thoughtful design review. The  Commission is grateful for his 
commitment to the work of the Commission and his many years of service.  

The Commission also wishes to extend its gratitude to Lois Levine, whose 
dedication to preserving the Townôs architecturally significant resources 

never wavered during her two terms of service. Finally, the Commission 

wishes to thank Dennis King for serving thoughtfully for one term. The 
Commission welcomes new members Veronica Madden, Jason Aborn, and 

Mackenzie Pratt. 
 
The Historic Districts Commission is one of the five permitting boards in 
the Community Planning Department and appreciates the support of the 

Building Department, and the cooperation of the Conservation 
Commission, Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals. 
 
Members     Alternate Members 
Hans von der Luft, Chair    Mackenzie Pratt 

Virginia Tay, Vice-Chair    Tomas Kindler 
Michael Collard     Ben Burnham 

Veronica Madden    Jason Aborn 
Vacancy     Vacancy 

Andrea Young, Administrator 

 
Hingham Historical Commission 

 

The mission of the Historical Commission is to preserve and protect the 

historic assets of the Town. In its ongoing efforts to do so, the Commission 
offers a Homeowner Education Program.  Through this free consulting 

service, owners of historic homes and other buildings can learn from an 
expert about the significance of the architectural and structural elements 

that make the interior of their properties historically important. In addition 
to the signs designating the locations of the Almshouses which took care 

of Hinghamôs indigent and suffering citizens, the Memorial Plaque marking 

the locations of the Town Farm burial ground at 230 Beal Street, where 
hundreds of souls were interred has been installed.  The Commission has 

also been working with the Historical Society to deter mine how best to 
allow access to the jointly owned Richardson Collection. Also in 2017, 

Martha Reardon Bewick gave a well-received presentation at the Lincoln 

Day Ceremony about the events surrounding the Abolitionist Picnic in 
Hinghamôs Tranquility Grove, the events of which will be the subject of a 

book published by the Historical Commission.       
 
In 2017, the Commission awarded grants totaling $100,000 from the 
Greenbush Historic Preservation Trust Fund to support restoration, 
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preservation and accessibility projects located in the historic districts 

abutting the Greenbush Rail right-of-way.  Projects include a new roof for 
the Greenside Grill building at the Country Club, masonry work at the front 

entrance to the North Street Community Chapel, restorati on of the Old 
Ship steeple, stoppage of water seepage into the Old Ordinary, and grants 

to four homeowners to restore exterior architectural features on their 

respective properties. The Historical Commission, in concert with the Town 
Treasurer, administers the Greenbush Historic Preservation Trust, 

established pursuant to an agreement between the Town and the 
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority, to assist in the preservation 

of, and improvement to, historical assets in the area along the Greenbush 
rail line right -of-way. 
 
The Hingham Historical Commission was created by Town Meeting in 1974 

to serve as the Townôs official body for administering the National Historic 

Preservation Act of 1966.  The duty of the seven-member Historical 
Commission is to act in the public interest to preserve and protect the 

historic, cultural and archeological assets of the Town, many of which are 
identified in the  Town of Hingham Comprehensive Community Inventory. 

The Inventory  lists these assets, including the homes, outbuildings, 

churches and other non-residential or commercial buildings, cemeteries 
and burial grounds, bridges and landscape elements, monuments and 

markers that are the visual chronicle of Hinghamôs evolution and the 
essence of the townôs character, culture and appeal.  The Inventory is 

posted at www.hingham-ma.gov/338. 
 
Like Hingham, most cities and towns in the Commonwealth have 

established local Historical Commissions.  Local Historical Commissions are 
responsible for: (1) creating and maintaining an inve ntory of historic 

assets described in the previous paragraph; (2) protecting these assets 
from neglect, deterioration, demolition and development; (3) providing 

educational opportunities to understand the Townôs history and the 
historic context of its resources. 
 
By virtue of its demonstrated level of commitment to historic preservation, 

The Town of Hingham has been designated by the National Park Service 

as a ñCertified Local Governmentò, and is thus eligible for certain grants 
from the Massachusetts Historical Commission and the Department of the 

Interior.  Hingham has the distinction of being one of only 13 Certified 
Local Governments in the Commonwealth. 
 
The Hingham Historical Commission carries out its mission via the 

expertise and commitment of its vo lunteer members and the resources 

contained in the Preservation Projects Fund, established, pursuant to 
statute, to help carry out projects and programs important for preserving 
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the Townôs historic character.  This fund, initially established with grants 

and donations, has been used to mitigate the impacts of the Greenbush 
Line, catalogue archival materials to make information on the Townôs 

historical and architectural assets available to the public, publish three 
histories of the Town, Not All Is Changed, When I Think of Hingham, and 

Derin Bray's book Bucket Town: Woodenware and Wooden Toys of 
Hingham, MA 1635-1945; and the Historic Districts Handbook.  In addition,  
monies within this fund maintain such assets as the Memorial Bell Tower, 

the Lincoln, Governor Andrew and Iron Horse statues, and historical town 
markers. 
 
Since the adoption of the Community Preservation Act, the Commission 
reviews, makes recommendations on, and proposes projects to preserve 
the history and character of the Town. The Commission has utilized CPA 

and other grants to the Preservation Projects Fund to support preservation 

projects. 
 
The Commission also advises on certain environmental reviews through 
the Federal ñSection 106ò historic review process and the Massachusetts 

State Register of Historic Places program, and administers the Demolition 
Delay By-law, adopted by vote of Town Meeting in 1988 and revised in 

2012, which is designed to protect historic properties outside of 

designated Historic Districts.  The delay allows the Commission time to 
work with property owners to consider alternatives to demolition of 

structures that contribute to the Townôs historic character. 
 
The Commission extends its appreciation to Kathryn Black for her support 
for historic preservation and her service as member and Chair.  As A 

history teacher in the Hingham Public Schools, Kathrynôs insight informed 

the Commissionôs education component, and she continues to be 
instrumental in that role. The Commission also thanks Huck Handy for 

sharing his expertise as a builder of historically accurate barns to advise 
the Commission on the historic and architectural significance of buildings.  

The Commission also thanks Steve Swett for his service as member and 
Vice-Chair.  His knowledge of history and his service as the Commissionôs 

liaison to the Document Task Force was instrumental in the preservation 

of town documents. The Commission welcomes new members Stephen 
Dempsey and Elizabeth Dings.  
 
Historical Commission Members 

Kevin Burke, Chair   
Sarah Carolan, Vice-Chair 

James B. Conroy  

Stephen Dempsey 
Elizabeth Dings 

Signe McCullough 
 
Andrea Young, Administrator
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Personnel Board 
 
The Personnel Board is pleased to submit this Annual Report of its 

activities from January 1 through December 31, 2017.  

 
Calendar 2017 saw the Personnel Board handle a host of issues.  The 

Board approved job descriptions for the following new positions: Police 
Department Office Clerk, South Shore Country Club Athletics Fields 

Specialist, Recreation Department Pool Manager, Assistant Pool Manager, 

Swim Instructor, and Lifeguard.  
  

The Board approved the reclassifications of the positions of Benefits 
Coordinator position from salary Grade 8 to Grade 10 in the Salary 

Schedule and placed the employee at Step 3, Outreach Coordinator from 

Grade 8 to Grade 11 and placed the employee at Step 3, and Fire 
Department Administrative Assistant to Office Manager at a Grade 11, Step 

3.  Also, the Board approved the requests that the newly hired Assistant 
Project Inspector be placed at Grade 13, Step 4 on the salary scale and 

approved the granting of one additional week of vacation time, the newly 
hired Tax Receipt Clerk be placed at Grade 8, Step 3, and a newly hired 

lateral transfer for the Police Department be placed at the PS-1E salary 

scale. The Board voted to approve granting a Police officer education 
incentive pay by accepting his Bachelorôs Degree in Criminal Justice from 

an out-of-state accredited university. Seven vacation carry-over requests 
were approved by the Board. 

 

The Board recommended to the 2017 Annual Town Meeting that, effective 
July 1, 2017, a 2% general wage increase for Hingham Town employees 

not covered by a collective bargaining agreement be implemented. This 
recommendation was approved by Town Meeting. 

 
During calendar year 2017, the Personnel Board concluded negotiations 

and the Board of Selectmen signed a new three year labor contract with 

the union that represents the Public Works Supervisors. This agreement 
provides that, for  the term, July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2019, there will be a 

general wage increase of 2% in each of the successive three years. The 
Board also concluded negotiations and the Board of Selectmen signed   

three year successor agreements with the  unions representing Library 

employees and Police Superior Officers. These contracts provide that, 
for their terms, July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2020, there will be a general wage 

increase of 2% in each of the successive three years and the Library Page 
salary schedule went from two steps to five steps. The Board negotiated 

and the Board of Selectmen signed two successive agreements with the 

union representing the Police Patrol Officers.  The first contract was 
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effective from July 1, 2016, and expir ed June 30, 2017. The second 

contract is effective from July 1, 2017, and expires June 30, 2020.  There 
will be a general wage increase of 2% in each of the successive two 

contract term years.  Both Police Superior Officers and Patrol Officers 
unions agreed to a Health and Wellness Program utilizing the nationally 

recognized Cooper Physical Standards. 

   
The Board ended calendar 2017 in negotiations for new successor labor 

contracts with the bargaining units representing the Public Works 
employees and Fire Department employees. The two contracts expired on 

June 30, 2016 and June 30, 2017, respectively.     
   

David Pace, Chairman 

Russell Conn 
Marie Harris  

Jack Manning 
Smaiyra Million   

   

   

 

 

 

 

Winter 2017 at Bare Cove Park 


